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The Strength of Weakness 
By Alva Martin Kerr 


GNARLED and twisted little shrub,* 
Near oaks which were strong and high, 
In anguish prayed to be straight and tall, 
And cried, ‘‘ Oh, that I might die!” 


Then woodmen made of those trees a bridge, 
On which men pass to and fro 

With ne’er a thought of the riven oaks 
Nor the piers which lie below. 


But the shrub became an old man’s cane,— 
And he loves it like a child ; 

And with laugh and shout the children ride 
This steed, which is swift and wild. 


O life that has missed the boon of health 
And of toil, thou still can bless ; 

The earth cries loud for faith and love 
And a touch of tenderness. 








D>. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, whose ‘*Lesson Outlines"' 
were formerly such a valued feature of The Sunday 
School Times, commences on page 103 of this issue a 
series of simple supplemental lessons in the geography 


of Palestine. It ts likely to be exactly what ycu and 
your class or school can use. 


a 
A Forty-Years’ Purity Fight 


If there is any difference in sins, it would seem 
safe to say that impurity lets more of hell into the 
life of one who is made in the image of God than any 
other particular form of sin. But there are Christ- 
commissioned workers who are fighting this sin to the 
death ; and among these probably none stands out as 
more blessedly used in a life-time of dedication to this 
work than Anthony Comstock. Forty years ago, on 
the second day of March, 1872, an unknown young 
clerk in New York City, he forced the police to 
make seven arrests of men who were selling ob- 


scene books and pictures. That was the real be- 
ginning of his life work. The following year there 
was incorporated by Legislature the New York So- 
ciety for the Suppression of Vice, with Mr. Com- 
stock its active agent as a staff officer of a cabinet 
officer of the United States. On Sunday, March 3, 
1912, there is to bé celebrated the close of Mr. 
Comstock's first forty years of service in the field of the 
white life. In that time he has destroyed in the 
neighborhood of fifty tons of vile books, and more 
than two and a half million obscene pictures, For 
this he is one of the best-hated men on our conti- 
nent. It is suggested that ministers recognize March 
3 as a notable anniversary by preaching on the work of 
the New York Society, or on ‘‘ the chamber of im- 
agery in the heart’’ as the basis of suck. considera- 
tion. The annual report of the Society gives striking 
facts, and may be had by addressing Mr. Comstock 
at 140 Nassau Street, New York. 

Those who have access in their files of The Sunday 
School Times to the twelve chapters in the life-story 
of Mr. Comstock which have been published since 
March of 1909 will find usable material there. It was 
intended that that biography should have been com- 
pleted long before now, and the Editor, who alone is 
to blame for the delay, apologizes heartily to Mr. 
Comstock and the public for having allowed other 
matters to postpone its completion so unseasonably. 
In the meantime the vigorous warfare of the Society 
has been aggressively waged, with continuing triumphs 
for purity. Only in the power of Christ could such a 
work live against the desperate and continued efforts 
to stamp it out.. May it not fail, nor impurity tri- 
umph, through our failure to support it by prayer and 
sympathy and such co-operation as God directs. 


A 
High Power, or a Fall 


Only continuously high power in our lives will 
keep us from falling. A man who works a greal deal 
with different kinds of motors said recently that the 
reason why it was so much more difficult to build a 
satisfactory engine for a flying machine than for an 
automobile was that in the automobile the engine had 
frequent rests during a trip, but for the flying machine 
it must go constantly at high speed or the machine 
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The Repulsions 


T IS said to be one of the habits of the Jesuit order 

that when one comes as an applicant for entrance 

* into it they set before him the most discouraging 
aspects of its life and discipline. _ He is told that there 
are easier and shorter disciplines, while this one re- 
quires great patience; many years of preparation, few 
rewards and many discomforts. At the very start he 
is made acquainted with its hardships, It is not set 
out as a very attractive thing. And this must account 
for much of the strength of that order. Whatever we 
may think of it in other aspects there is in this some- 
thing we cannot help admiring. It is a clean contrast 
to much of the religious habit of our own day, which 
is to set forward only the attractions of religion. 
Doubtless many whom we have been seeking to gain 
by rewards and prizes, by minimized doctrines and 
the sugar-coating of obligations, would be more drawn 
if we frankly set forth the repulsions and not only the 
attractions of the Christian life. 

Christ seemed often to put before men the repellent 
phases of following him: - What a relief it would be to 
have it bluntly set before us that the Christian life is 
in many respects unpleasant, and that the Christian 
teaching: is also in many respects a downrightly dis- 
agreeable thing, contrary to our likings and crossing 
our ordinary expectations and thoughts. How it 
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would crash to destruction. So we dare not risk one 
moment separated from the great source of energy in 
Jesus Christ. If we do, we shall surely fall into some 
crippling sin. It is at the peril of our souls that we 
allow anything to shut us off from the infinite resources 
which we have in him, Are our connections with 
him growing larger and stronger each day ? 


o 
The Salvation of Machinery 


Machinery is intended to transmit power. When 
it ceases to do that, it is worse than useless: it is a 
cumbering hindrance. The stalled locomotive with 
its fires out is a blockade, even menace, to other trains. 
We need to watch ceaselessly that all the machinery 
of all religious organization is fully supplied with, and 
is constantly transmitting, the power which alone it is 
intended to serve. A prayer recently offered is sorely 
needed : ‘‘ that the power in religious activity may be 
adequate to bear the tremendous load of interlocking 
organizations that are piling upon it, and that each of 
us may keep the personal life, and be lost, not in 
God's work, but in Christ in God.’’ 


<x 


The Poison of Criticism 

Critical thoughts and words are usually unloving. 
Therefore such criticism is poisonous,—always to the 
one who expresses it, and often to the one who hears 
it. But it is so popular! Try to live one day without 
speaking a critical word, or thinking a critical thought, 
of any human being, and see if the habit of criticism 
has not been popular with you. Test it as you listen 
to the conversation of others—but don’ t criticize them 
if you find it is popular with them! Love them out 
of it instead. Only love will crowd criticism out of 
ourselves. And we need to be cleansed and purged 
of it wholly, completely, and forever. It is so subtle, 
so inviting, so spontaneous, so attractive, so devilish, 
and so deadly. Our sin-habituated natures are so 
shot through and through with this poison that only a 
miracle of change can help us, Christ will worlc the 
change. When he is overwhelming us with his in- 
filling presence, we do not poisonously criticize ; we 
cleansingly love. 


< 


of Our Callings 


would clear many an experience which now seems an 
enigma to us if we had been more deeply indoctrinated 
into the truth that Christianity has a very unpleasant 
side to it. Life in Christ and following him has its 
repulsions, its antagonisms, its storms, and it is well 
for us to know it. 

But somehow we like to put’this in the background, 
and we try to make life one sheer unmitigated attrac- 
tion. Especially are we surprised when we find that 
our life-calling, our professions, our business, and our 
stations in life, which we chose because we were at- 
tracted to them, are proving to have unsuspected 
annoyances, and do not seem quite what we thought 
they would. Men are surprised that what seemed 
just the thing for them is coming to look like a sad 
misfit. Midway in their life they suspect they have 
made a mistake. What seemed to offer a clear course 
for their gifts and talents is now developing ‘all sorts 
of obstructions which suggest that they are out of their 
element. There come periods of depressing monotony 
in every calling when, instead of fresh undertakings, 
all the time one has to keep doing over and over again 
the same thing. These try the soul as much as any- 
thing. Sometimes they make one think he is wasting 
his efforts ; and he will often rashly throw everything 
over to escape.’ The callings of other men look very 
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attractive to him, and seem to be free from such re- 
straints and limitations as his own. And his own 
doubtless looks just as free and inspiring and privi- 
leged to them. Many a man who seems to himself 
a plodder and hopelessly tied down seems to others to 
he particularly unhampered, But nothing has hap- 
pened to us but such as is common to.men. Our 
callings are simply developing their repulsions, 

In speaking to a class of theological students who 
were full of ardor to begin work, an experienced min- 
ister once said, ‘‘ If you could know beforehand all that 
you will have to go through, you wouldn't undertake 
he ministry.’’ But Ae had no desire to get out of the 
ministry. In every profession, entered upon with 
romance and imagination, there comes the time when 
a man may. drop it in disillusion and disgust, or take 
it up again with the firmest, most loving grip : and 
that is when he knows it is no child’s play. How 
lightly and pleasantly the average man thinks of the 
writer; he fancies him as as living in continual 
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inspiration. But hear one of the greatest of French 
writers, Sainte-Beuve, as wearied of his writing he 
says :/‘It is my sore burden—and my greatest joy.’’ 
If we are to have any great joy we need not be sur- 
prised or ashamed if there are some periods when it is 
our sore burden, 

It does not mean, then, when for a. time we are 
keenly conscious of the disappointment and setbacks, 
and even disgusts which attach to our callings, that we 
have chosen the wrong thing. Such times are normal ; 
and the best worker is net-the one who never has them, 
but the one who knows best how to treat them and 
estimate them, Perhaps most new chapters of changed 
and better work are preceded by just such passages 
ofturmoil and dissatisfaction, _Nogood worker escapes 
them. But the poor worker is off and away to some- 
thing else as soon as the first attractions are over, and 
he never feels the glow of that last permanent attraction 
which holds and fills and satisfies the man who has 
weathered his task in life, 





Kept ‘from Sin in Christ 


Is it possible to let Christ hold us against sin? 
There can be but one answer to this: unless Christ 


can do it, the gospel is a failure. He can do it, and 
he is doing it for many in miracle power—just when- 
ever they let him. In the light of this must be con- 
sidered some New Testament words that have often 
seemed puzzling, and about which a Pennsylvania 
reader inquires : 

1 wish you would explain 1 John 3: 6, 8, andg: 

**Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sin- 
néth hath not seen him, neither knoweth him. He that doeth 
sin is of the devil: for the devil sinneth from the gape A 
To this end was the Son of God manifested, that he might 
destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is begotten of God 
doeth no sin, because his seed abideth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is begotten of God." 

What is the meaning of these verses, for we know there is 
nota day in which the best of us does not sin ? 


But no one sins while he is adéding in Christ. 
Therefore ‘‘ whosoever abideth in him sinneth not’’; 
if one ceases to abide in Christ he sins, and if he sins 
he ceases to abide. For this abiding in Christ, which 
is so yearningly urged upon us by Christ himself in 
the 15th chapter of John’s Gospel, seems to mean a 
complete, unhindered union of the believer with 
Christ. One who is in the state of this complete and 
real organic union with God in Christ cannot at that 
time sin; for Christ is filling and dominating and 
controlling his whole being. The instant there is a 
break at any point, in any tiniest detail, of this union, 
the ‘*abiding’’ ceases, and sin occurs. This does 
not mean that the believer is severed from Christ, for 
the union of the believer with Christ does not depend 
upon the believer's sinlessness. But it means that 
at one or more points there has been a break in the 
completeness of union ; and that break prevents the 
*¢abiding'’ and the wondrous manifestation of the 
Spirit which is given to Christ's disciples when they 
abide in him, and he in them. ‘‘ Hereby we know 
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he gave 
us’’ (1 John 3 : 24). 

That abiding is a very simple and definite matter 
has been pointed out by Mr, James H. McConkey in 
his book,! through which God has so marvelously 
blessed many into a new life. On page 93 he re- 
minds us that this same chapter of : John, in the 
verse quoted (3 : 24), defines abiding, when it says that 
‘the that keepeth his commandments abideth in 
him.’' To abide in Christ is to keep Christ's com- 
mandments. Is it strange, then, that John should 
say that ‘* whosoever abideth in him [or keepeth his 
commandments] sinneth not’’? There is much more 
to learn of the method and nature and simplicity 
of abiding, however, and it is hoped that many 
will secure the book named, and find its blessing. 

There seem to be other important shades of mean- 
ing in the verses in 1 John about which the Pennsyl- 
vania reader inquires, particularly as to the statements 
concerning not sinning. The Greek shows that in 
verses 6 and 9 habitual sin is meant. That is, who- 
ever is living in a state of continued and habitual sin 
has not seen or known Christ as his Saviour and life. 
One who in Christ is barn of God ‘‘is not able to 
continue in sin,"’ is the strikingly clear rendering of 





4 The Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit.” The book is not sold, 
but is sent free of charge, as the publishers feel led, its circulation 
being supported entirely by voluntary offerings. Address Fred 
Kelker, P. O. Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa. 





‘¢he cannot sin’’ suggested by Bishop Alexander in 
Canon Cook's ‘‘ Bible Commentary.’’ in other 
words, it seems plain from the tenses of the Greek 
that John was not at all intending to talk about any 
condition of complete and continued sinlessness as a 
necessary evidence of the new birth, and of life in 
Christ, but only of the distinction between those 
whose habit and condition of life is continued sin, 
and those who have forever turned away from the con- 
dition of habitual sin. Thus also the Greek for ‘‘doeth 
no sin"’ (v. 9) shows that this condition of habitual 
sin is meant, as though we said, ‘‘is not living the 
life of sinning.'’ It plainly does not mean that such 
aone can never commit a single sin; for, as John 
says in this same epistle: ‘‘ If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins’’ (1 : 8, 9). 

Again, the words ‘‘ whosoever is begotten of God 
doeth no sin’’ would seem to refer to that part of our 
dual-nature which, in the penitent.sinner saved by 
Christ, is born of God by the regenerating power of 
the Holy Spirit. Zhat part of us does not sin and 
cannot sin ; for it is wholly of God. The part of us 
which, even after we are in Christ, does sin, is of the 
devil, mastered for the time being by the devil: ‘‘he 
that doeth sin is of the devil.’’ Plummer, ‘in the 
Cambridge Bible, points out this truth, and reminds 
us of Paul's recognition of the dual nature of the 
Christian in his memorable seventh chapter of 
Romans : ‘if what I would not, that I do, it is no 
more I that do it, but sin which dwelleth in me.’’ 
The bright side of this dual nature is that ‘it is no 
longer I that live, but Christ liveth-in me.’’ 

That it zs possible to be held in an abiding, Christ- 
filled life of habitual and sustained victory over sin, 
is a glorious fact to which the lives of many of Christ's 
own now on earth bear joyous testimony. Let us 
enter into the riches that are offered to us in Him! 


x 
** Misdirected Zeal” in Soul-Winning 


Is there not danger of harming souls and the 
cause of Christ by attempting to win souls to Christ 
in an unwise way? The question is pretty sure to 
arise when the subject of personal evangelism is 
discussed, with the current lesson on ‘‘The Call of 
the First Disciples.’’ A California minister tells of 
an experience in his ministry that bears on the ques- 
tion. He writes: 


Your page in the Times of October 14, 1911, ‘* Blundering 
and Blessed in the King’s Business,’’ interests me greatly. 
I heartily favor your counsel,—‘‘let the Lord lead out into 
definite, habitual, prayerful service in’ personal evangelism.” 

In one of my pastorates, however, I once found it a difficult 
matter to urge my people to ‘never let a chance to speak to a 
man about his soul get away from you.’’ It was a small 
country parish. A certain woman in the church was sure that 
the Lord was leading her to go from house to house to speak 
to people ‘‘on the subject of reiigion '’; and she courageously 
faced the supposed call, though he affirmed that ‘‘ it was hard 
for her to do it." She was not a woman with a fine sense of 
things : if ‘‘ tact"’ or ‘‘ wisdom’ enters at all into successful 
soul-winning, she certainly was unfitted for ‘‘ personal work'’; 
but for some time she.persisted in her purpose to ‘‘ visit or to 
send a letter to every family in the town."" I have no reason 
to believe that any good ever came of it. I know that her 
effort was as a stumbling-block in the way of not a few whom 
she sought to win, and it weakened the purpose of some in the 
church who might have been led into service as soul-winners 
had it not been for a desire to avoid any appearance or like- 
ness to that well-meaning but most uncomfortable pietist. It 
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was an exceedingly difficult matter for me,.in ur, the mat- 
ter of personal cvaneazom. to break the cloud caused by her 
weakness and i ney, and to give my people vision of 
the dignity and need for the service of the personal worker. 

I stand with ‘the Master, thanking the Father that “' 
things are hid from the wise and prudent and revealed unto 
babes’’; but the Master also had some things to say about 
being ‘* wise as serpents and harmless as doves."' Are there 
not " babes'’ who lack wisdom, as there are "wise and pru- 
dent"’ who lack vision and consecration? ‘The fact that zeal 
cannot compensate for unwisdom must, I feel, be considered. 

Neither zeal nor wisdom is what wins a soul to 
Christ. Only Christ himself;and the Spirit of God, 
can ever accomplish this miracle of change in any 
one’s life. Therefore the first thing to urge upon 
those whom we would see become soul-winners is 
not wisdom, nor tact, nor discretion, nor the temper- 
ing of their zeal ; it is the Complete and unconditional 
surrender of their own lives to Christ, so that Christ 
may become all that there is of life to them, and he 
thus be enabled literally to give himself through them 
to others. Dr. Chapman’s soul-searching word is, 
‘*God will never use you as a soul-winner umfi/ he 
has all there is of you : NEVER."’ 

The self-crucified, Christ-mastered, Christ-filled, 
Christ-replaced life must be held up by a minister to 
his congregation if he would let God make them soul- 
winners. The minister himself must live that life 
and show forth that life—not his own life at all, but 
Christ's Life, the Life that is Christ—that his people 
may see the power and attractiveness of Christ in-a 
really surrendered and Christ-mastered life. He 
must by his life and his preaching make them want 
what he has,—Christ the whole life,—and he must 
show them that when they have it others are going to 
want what they have. He must show them that that 
is the secret of soul-winning: just Christ. For re- 
member again ; no man can win souls ; only God can 
do it, God in Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Let the members of any church be fairly confronted 
with two things: first, the imperative obligation to 
be winning souls to Christ all the time; second, the 
question whether they are showing forth in their own 
lives such a rich, victorious, joyous, unique sort of 
Christianity that others will be irresistibly attracted 
to it and will want it for themselves. Then let them 
be shown the way to this sort of Christianity, by the 
minister whose whole life irresistibly radiates it ; and 
all other problems are solved. Zeal, tact, wisdom, 
become mere incidentals which drop easily into their 
right place. 

It is true, however, that most of us are more afraid 
of misdirected zeal in Christ’s work than we are of 
misdirected inactivity! We don’t need to be half as 
afraid as we are of going after people for Christ in the 
wrong way. It is infinitely better to do it in the wrong 
way than not to do it at all, Christ can bless a mis- 
directed attempt, but he can’t blessno attempt. Not 
many churches or communities are suffering from too 
many people over-zealously doing personal evangelism. 
And any one who claims to hold back from the work 
because he has seen some one else do it unwisely is 
dishonest. The other's mistake is never his real 
reason for inactivity: the real reason is Azs own unwil- 
lingness to yield to Christ in the matter. Moody, as a 
young man, was told that he made too many mistakes 
in grammar to attempt to speakin public. He quietly 
admitted his defect, and then said, ‘Look here, 
friend, you've got grammar enough—what are you 
doing with it for the Master ?’’ 

Finally, let us not only not be afraid of blundering 
and unwise efforts in personal evangelism, but let us 
be very slow to say that they do no good. Just how 
are we to be the judges of that? The writer was once 

xtold the following significant experience by a plain 
woman who taught a Sunday-school class of girls. 

She had longed to lead to Christ one of these girls. 
One day she called upon the girl, determined to have 
a loving talk about the matter. But the teacher's 
courage failed ; she talked about every subject but the 
greatest one, and, when she left, the purpose of her call 
had not been mentioned. She started home in dis- 
couragement ; wheeled around; went back to the 
house ; and in a blundering, faltering way she told 
her young friend that she wished she would give her- 
self to the Saviour. Then the teacher left the house 
for the second time and went home, but not before the 
girl had plainly shown that she was very angry at her 
caller for what she had dared to do. At the next 
communion service of the church that young girl stood 
up and, confessing Christ as her Saviour, was received 
into full membership inthe church. Herteacher went 
to her with a full heart, told her how glad she was, 
and asked her what it was that had led her to take the 
step. ‘* Why, it was what you said to me that day you 
called,'’ was the reply. . And one Sunday-school 
teacher was rejoiced that she had dared, for Christ's 
sake, to make a ‘‘ mistake.”’ 
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The Minister’s Wife Who Wouldn’t 


A story of what she decided to do when it came time to raise chickens 








HE farewell reception was over, and the Rev. 
Jared Honeywell and his wife sat together in 
their comfortable library, looking into a future 

which seemed a trifle blank. 

Some ten years ago Mr. Honeywell had announced 
his determination to retire when he had completed 
his fiftieth year of service in the ministry. As the 
time drew near the official board protested, and ‘his 
people begged him to remain a few years longer ; but 
he was firm. He insisted that five years too few was 
better than one year too many ; hence the farewell 
reception, and the professional packers who were to 
come to-morrow to dismantle their home. 

They sat there looking emptily into the fire which 
mitigated the chill of the early autumn night—he a 
big, whole-hearted, well-preserved man ; and she a 
dainty bit of a woman with cheeks tinted like some 
rare piece of old china, and hair which waved above 
her forehead in a silvery benediction. She glanced 
at the diamond upon the soft lace at her throat, and 
to its companion upon her husband's cravat, just 
given them in commemoration of their ‘* jubilee,'’ 
but her eye did not brighten. Neither of them felt 
like recounting the many pleasant episodes of the 
evening ; and for once Mr. Honeywell was not in the 
mood to dilate upon their future life of quiet and 
freedom. 


T LAST he rose heavily and wound the little wal- 

nut clock, brought from their first modest home. 

For years the clock had not kept accurate time, 

but, as Nora their maid often said, it was well worth 

the trouble of dusting, because it gave Mr. Honeywell 

such a comfortable feeling to have something to wind 
just before he went to bed. 

This nightly duty performed, he turned expectantly 
to his wife, his hand on the electric switch. ‘‘Ready?’’ 

‘¢You go on,’’ she murmured a trifle nervously ; 
‘I've a few things to arrange yet, I'll come pres- 
ently.’’ 

He looked at her uncertainly for a minute, then he 
started up the stairs. At the first landing he stood 
helplessly looking down at her ; then he came back 
and placed his big hand on her slight shoulder. 
‘*Can’t you come, now? Leave the things till to- 
morrow.'’ Then, as she did not answer, he added, 
‘«Seems as if we'd come to the place where the road 
stops, doesn’t it, dear? But we'll be all right to- 
morrow. We'll be planning about our chickens and 
our little country home then.’’ 

She gave his hand an affectionate pressure, and 
turned quickly that he might not see the sudden 
moisture in her eyes, 

She heard him go to their room, and she knew he 
was dallying, hoping she would soon come—for at 
seventy a man can scarcely go about the simple act 
of retiring without the accustomed step mounting the 
stairs by his side. 

Regardless of wifely duty, she sank into the low 
rocker by the grate, her eyes glowing with a strange 
rebellion. The last words of her husband had awak- 
ened the smoldering flame of her unrest, and now it 
blazed tumultuously, intensified by past repression. 


HE didn’t want a quiet little home in the country, 
and shedidn’t want toraise chickens! For years 
this had been their plan when her husband's min- 

isterial work should be over; but as the time drew 
near her spirit revolted. To make the matter worse, 
every one else seemed to accept it as the natural and 
proper thing for a retired minister. She mentally re- 
called the well-meant allusions to their future work, 
at the reception just over. Ugh! One would think 
the ultimate end of all ministers was to raise spring 
broilers and market guaranteed eggs! She hated the 
whole business ; and with the intensity of which only 
a small woman is capable, she decided then and there 
she wouldn' t. 

Turning out the lights quickly, she mounted the 
stairs, with decision. She knew her husband was 
still awake, and she sat down on the edge of the bed 
beside him, her hand on his shoulder. «+ Jared, I’m 
not going to live in the country and raise chickens,’ 
she said daringly. 

‘*Why, mother, what's the matter with you to- 
night?’’ he asked,-.puzzled.. ‘‘I thought you'd 
always wanted to do that."’ 
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‘*I haven't,’’ she answered firmly, ‘‘and I detest 
the idea more and more every minute."’ 

‘*Are you sorry I resigned, dear ?’’ he asked after 
an interval of silence, ’ 

‘*No; but, Jared, we'll not be contented in the 
country after our years of city pastorate. It isn’t fair 
that we should throw away our ripe experience, 
gained: by years of hard work, on small fruits and 
chichens. 1 want'to be with people, Jared !'’ and 
the elemental woman in her getting uppermost, she 
buried her face on her husband's broad shoulder and 
wept stormily. 

The next day, to avoid the confusion of the pack- 
ing they went to one of the quieter parks. The in- 
toxication of the October sunshine permeated their 
veins, and the shadows of the night before were not 
so dense. But the resolution of the wee bit of a gray- 
haired woman was undaunted ; she still vowed to her- 
self she wouldn't. 

A row of trim little bungalows on a side street facing 
the park caught their eye as they sat in the quiet of 
the big trees. ‘* Pretty cottages, aren't they ?’’ she 
ventured. 

**Yes, just my ideal of a little home. That middle 
one’s going to be vacated,’’ he added, starting up, as 
a van drove away from the rear. 

«¢ Let's go over and look at it !’’ she said impulsively. 

As excited as two children off on a forbidden lark, 
the old couple sought admittance. ‘‘Yes, the house 
is for rent,’’ answered the man whom they found 
inside. ‘‘And if you're looking for a’ place, you 
couldn’ t find a better one. I’m only moving because 
my work has shifted to the other part of the city.’’ 

‘«Oh, I don’t know as we really thought of renting 
it,’ answered Mrs. Honeywell timidly, ‘‘we just 
wanted to look around, it seemed so pleasant.’’ 

‘‘Well, look around to your heart's content,’’ 
answered the man heartily. ‘‘That, sure, won't cost 
you anything, and I’m going to be here for an hour 
or two yet.’ ' 


HEY went into the cheery living-room with its fire- 
place, and the bay window with cozy seats ; and 
from that they entered the dining-room, and then 

they ventured into the trim little kitchen, just right 
for a maid like Nora, Mrs. Honeywell thought. 

‘You ought to see the upstairs,’’ the late proprietor 
urged. So they mounted the easy stairs and rested 
in the two remaining rockers of the front chamber. 

‘*Jared, I have a vision !’’ exclaimed the little 
woman, her eyes shining. 

The old man put his hand on hers indulgently. 
‘* You’ re always dreaming dreams and having visions,’’ 
he smiled. 

‘« But this is something practical,’’ she insisted. 

‘©All right, what is it?’’ 

‘*Let’s rent this house for our future home,’’ she 
flung at him daringly. 

‘« But there’s hardly a bit of a front yard ; you've 
always wanted flowers,’’ he demurred. 

‘« But there’s the whole park for a front yard, with 
trees and the little lake and everything.’’ 

‘*What would we do—there’d be no chance here 
for chickens,’’ half apologetically. 

‘*No, but there’d be a chance for peop/e. Listen, 
Jared, I see it all just as plain as day—what we can 
do, I mean.’’ Her cheeks were pink with excitement, 
and she was leaning forward in her chair as if worlds 
depended upon winning her point. ‘You saw all 
those girls at noon, Jared, the ones who came from 
the factories on the other street, some of them sleep- 
ing on the seats they were that tired, and no other 
place for them to get a few minutes’ rest. 

‘* Then there was the long line of boys from the 
carbon works, lots and lots of them without a decent 
place to spend an evening, and no place to meet a 
girl if he'd want to talk to one, except out here in 
the dark."’ 

‘*Why, mother !'’ expostulated the old man. ‘I 
never saw you so excited. I don’t see how our living 
in this house is going to help those boys and girls.’’ 

‘* Just wait ; [ll tell you,’’ she purred, smoothing 
his arm as she always did when she especially desired 
to win him. . ‘* What.I want to do is this ; I want to 
have the dining-room. sa that. those girls can come 
here to eat their: lunch if they want to, and-be able 





to have a cup of cocoa or a bowl of soup to go with 
it. I'll fix up this room with a pretty white bed and 
two or three couches, and a poor tired lass who's all 
worn out can come up here and sleep a part of her 
nooning, just as safe and secure as if she were in her 
own home.”’ 

‘* But, mother, how could we stand the expense of 
all this? We could do things like that once in a 
while maybe, but soup or cocoa or something every 
day ’*— 

**Oh, it isn’t to be free! That would never do, 
and they wouldn't take it that way. We'll charge a 
few cents, just to cover the actual cost of the things, 
and possibly a tiny bit over for Nora. 


" UT that isn’t half I’m planning,’’ she added, 
looking at him searchingly to see whether it 
was wise to goon. ‘‘I want to have our big 

living-room open every evening this winter, with a fire 

in the grate, and books and pictures on the table ; 
and I want those boys to come here—the boys and 

the girls together, and just have good homey times, I 

want them to gointo the kitchen and pop corn or.make 

candy if they like, just as they’ddoin their own homes, 
and they could pay asmall weekly fee for the privilege. *’ 

‘There, there, my dear! You're surely carrying 
your plans too far now. Why, we couldn't have 
such a bedlam as that here every night. They'd talk 
slang and sing street songs—why, you'd be disgusted 
in a week. You must remember, dear, you've never 
been used to young people of this class,’’ and he 
looked down at her with affectionate tolerance. 

‘*« Maybe I haven't, Jared,—but I can love 'em, I 
know I can. We'd have it a rule that the house 
would close at ten. You and I would have all the 
forenoons and afternoons quiet ; and I don’t know 
but I'd rather like rag-time music,’’ with a comical 
twist of her mouth. ‘‘The poor young things have 
to have some outlet for their spirits,—and I don't 
believe 'twould disturb us any more than cocks crow- 
ing at four o'clock in the morning,’’ she added mis- 
chievously. 

‘‘You. speak of. having them make candy and 
things in the kitchen. You and Nora wouldn't like 
that,-—why, they'd have the biggest kind of a muss."’ 

‘*I don’t believe they would,—I believe they'd 
take pride in leaving things as nice as they found 
them. And anyway, Jared Honeywell, after I've put 
up with Ladies’ Aids, and Loyal Legions, and Mis- 
sion Bands nicking my best china and scorching my 
granite saucepans for fifty yéars, I guess I wouldn't 
mind a few homeless boys and girls !’’ 


i HY, mother !’’ and Mr. Honeywell looked at 
his wife in amazement, ‘‘I never heard you 
say a thing like that before in all your life."' 

‘*Of course you never did,’’ she answered defi- 
antly. ‘* But I’m free to say what I please now.’ I 
ceased to be a minister's wife last night when I shook 
hands with the last reception guest, and I've a right 
to some opinions of my own now, with the privilege 
of expressing them.”’ 

The big, good-natured man laughed immoder- 
ately. He showed signs of yielding, as he always 
did when his wife really set her heart on anything. 
‘¢] don’t see just what /’d have to do if this grand 
scheme were carried out,’’ he ventured tentatively. 

‘¢ There'd be plenty, Jared, plenty. You'd be the 
most necessary person here.’’ She spoke very fast, 
for hope was beginning to make her pulses bound. 
‘*Your big, cheery presence is the very thing that 
would make the boys feel at home; and how you 
could lead the singing! I’m so glad we decided not 
to sell the piano !’’ she exclaimed. 

‘*Maybe I could get them interested in reading 
current events and talking over some of the things 
that help toward citizenship,’’ he suggested. ‘‘ You 
know that was always one of my hobbies."’ 

‘Of course you could, dear. You'd soon be a 
power with young fellows like that. Then there is a 
good bit of fruit in the back yard, grapes and plums. 
You'd have to look after that, —fresh fruit would help 
amazingly.”’ 

‘*There’s a good chance for a_ strawberry - bed 
along that west strip,’’ he observed, going to a rear 
window. 

‘*Oh, I know now you're going to do it,’ she cried 
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joyfully. ‘* You're getting interested yourself. Let's 
hurry down and make the contract before somebody 
else gets the house.’’ 

Within just a week the Honeywells were established 
,in their new. home, as. proud and happy as a young 
couple of twenty-five. ‘I declare, this is about per- 
fect !’’ ejaculated Mr. Honeywell as he sat by his 
wife's side on the veranda facing the park. 

‘*Isn’t it, dear!’’ she sighed contentedly. ‘And 
those trees will be beautiful in winter, too, with the 
snow and ice on them."’ ' 

‘*I suppose I'd better tack our name-plate on the 
door,’’ he suggested, looking at the doctor's sign on a 
neighboring doorway. 

‘¢Jared Honeywell! Have you lost your senses ? 
The surest way in the world to drive those boys and 
girls away is to put a ‘Rev.’ on our door. Don't you 
know that there are only two occasions when boys 
and girls like these want a minister? That's when 
they're married and when they're buried. They ¢hink 
they don’t want a minister, that is. But some of 
them are going to change their minds."’ 

‘* Maybe you’ re right, mother, maybe you' re right,"’ 
placated her husband, ‘But it seems to me you're 
developing a lot of worldly wisdom lately,’’ touching 
her playfully. 

*¢T guess I am, dear,’’ she answered. ‘*Why, I'm 
so full of enthusiasm and so full of plans I'm fairly 
boiling inside."’ 

*¢ That's the woman of it,'’ he deprecated. «Half 
the distance traveled before a man gets fairly on the 
path. What's the next move we're going io make?’’ 

‘‘T have it all mapped out,’’ she answered confi- 
dently, ‘*I want you to have the name of our cottage, 
‘ The Cozy Nook,’ painted right here above the steps. 
Then I want cards printed something like this,'’ and 
she drew a roughly-sketched card from her bag, and 
handed it to him. 





Spend the noon hour at 
THE COZY NOOK 


Hot soup or cocoa to eat with your lunch. A 
quiet rest-room upstairs. Charges moderate. 











‘¢ TI’ ll take those myself and give them to the tall 
black-haired girl who seems to be the leader, and ask 
her to distribute them among the girls,’’ his wife went 
on with animation, ‘*Then I want you to take this 
other one to the young men. It reads: 





A big, cheery living room will be open 
every evening from seven to ten at 
THE COZY NOOK 
Games and music and a good time. Open 
to both young men and young women. 
A small fee for light and heat. 











‘Those do sound good,"’ her husband remarked 
with interest. ‘* But maybe they won't come.’ 

‘+I don’t suppose they will, many of them, at 
first. We'll just have to do our best, and wait and 
pray.”’ 

*¢ Dear, your mother-heart is big enough to take in 
all the young people in the city,’ he answered ten- 
derly. 

Their eyes were misty. No child had ever called 
Mrs. Honeywell mother ; but once, long ago, a great 
hope had brightened their lives for a few months, 
then the angel of promise had departed. In those 
joyful days of anticipation he began calling her mother, 
at first only in the sanctity of their home, Then, as 
the years flew by and the gilver crowned her brow, he 
called her by the name openly, and she had come to 
love it, so that to miss it would have grieved her 
as much as a mother who notes that her grown-up son 
no longer uses the well-loved word. Always a refer- 
ence to her motherhood made them feel as if they had 
entered freshly into their holy of holies, and neither 
of them tried to speak. 

As they anticipated, the young people were shy at 
first about coming to Cozy Nook. Some of them 
feared the restraint, and others were distrustful of the 
*¢ moderate charges."" But Mrs. Honeywell sat on 
the porch and crocheted, and smiled in her motherly 
way, and Mr. Honeywell pottered about the yard and 
did not hesitate to let his big, hearty laugh ring out 
en occasion ; and by-and-by the miracle was wrought. 
How ther did come! So many that every stand they 
had in the house was made into a lunch-table at the 
noon hour, and some of the young men kad to help Mr. 
Honeywell improvise seats enough for the evenings. 
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But the Cozy Nook was not a mere social corner ; 
two such grateful disciples of the Master as the Honey- 
wells could never let their ambassadorship of Christ 
sink to that barren level Eagerly and prayerfully 
they -watched for ppportunities for loving 


talks, with the young people who had come to love 


and to trust them, about the real meaning of life, and 
how that meaning could never be found and realized 
except as life was lost and found in Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. Because this was preaching of a new sort 
to them, one after another who had supposed that 
‘‘church religion’’ had ‘‘ nothing in it’’ for them 
found that Cozy Nook was their vestibule to life eter- 
nal,and not for the next world only, but for a 
making of all things new here and now. 

The years sped rapidly. The enterprise just paid 
for itself financially, but this was all they needed or 
cared for, The other returns were big enough to make 
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up even for a financial deficit. Mr. and Mrs. Honey- 
well sat together on the third anniversary of their com- 
ing to Cozy Nook, and happiness and contentment 
illuminated their faces. In the other room the piano 
was going, and merry badinage flowed freely. Some 
girls were busily sewing at the machine upstairs, and 
hints of toasted marshmallows wafted in from the 
kitchen. On a settee in a corner two girls were talk- 
ing together quietly ; mother Honeywell knew what 
it meant, for one of them only yesterday had asked 
her prayers that the other should let Christ make life 
over for her. 

‘* These are the happiest years of our lives, aren't 
they, dear?'’ she whispered. 

‘* Yes, mother, and the most useful, I firmly be- 
lieve. Thank God, dear, you once came to the place 
where you wouldn' t."* 

Bow .inc GREEN, Onto. 





Ten Reasons for Bible Study 


By Clayton Sedgwick Cooper, 


Secretary for Bible Study of the Student Department of the Inter- 


national Committee of Young Men’s Christian A 








We not only ought to know why we study the Bible, but we ought to be able to give reasons 
which will command the interest of the one who does not study the Bible. Can you do this? 
Mr. Cooper concludes, in this paper, ten such reasons, vigorous and compelling. The three 
articles may be had in pamphlet form from The Sunday School Times Company, at 10 cents. 


The Bible and Personalities 
IBI.E history is biography and autobiography. 
It is the revelation of giant personalities, of 
‘*mountainous men."’ This is one reason for 
its enduring character.: It holds the mirror up to 
nature—human nature—and it reveals the motives, 
convictions, ideals, hopes, and fears of immortal per- 
sonalities in mortal life. 

‘‘The great mission and priceless value of the 
Bible,’’ says Dr. Henry Churchill King, ‘‘ are, that it 
puts us in touch with the most significant lives of the 
world, in the greatest realm,—that of the moral and 
spiritual, —the lives that we need most of all because 
religion is the great unlocker of the powers of men."’ 

In one of the large American universities the Chris- 
tian activities and Bible study seemed incapable of 
rising above a passive, dead-level. The faculty was 
indifferent to vital religion, and the students were too 
busy with the pursuit of technical learning, ‘‘in ac- 
tion’s dizzying eddy whirled’’ to perceive that Pres- 
ence which pervades the world. To think of or to 
emphasize the eternally worth while was foreign to 
the life of the institution—indeed, men frankly ad- 
mitted that they were not interested in such subjects. 
But this lethargic and indifferent sense was suddenly 
broken, and then the student body became aware of 
a new spirit moving within it; a new building for 
Christian work—fresh objectives for social service— 
newly enlisted professors and representative students 
—a large fund raised for helpers—hundreds of men 
enrolled in the Bible classes, —truly a new attitude to 
religion, to men, to the Bible. Why? A student 
with unquenchable enthusiasm and fortitude of heart 
—a man of influence and unselfish ideals—had been 
appointed to lead the Christian forces. These were 
the main points of his policy: 

1. Stop apologizing for Christianity and the Bible. 

2. Look at things in the Big. 

3. Do a lot of work and don’t talk much about it. 


He brought to the situation inflexible purpose. He 
was asked to lead, and he took his leadership seri- 
ously. He believed irresistibly in his cause. Indif- 
ferent conditions were matters to be overcome, not 
lamented. He contributed to that university the all- 
compelling force of a distinct, meaningful, and com- 
manding personality. He represented something 
more valiant than a method, viz., a man. 

The Bible is personal and directed to the individual. 
We see our needs in the terms of men of like passions 
with ourselves—we especially find our desires and our 
tendencies centering in the life and teaching of Jesus. 
We find that he was more‘ modern than our teachers 
to-day. His breadth of mind and sweep of sympa- 
thies would almost debar him from membership in 
some of our religious orders. He was natural and 
sincerely human. He came eating and drinking. He 
took part in life’s ‘festivities. He denounced cant 
and sham piety with his strongest language. He loved 
the paths of men—women and children followed him 
in the streets. He did not simply talk about the 


needs of men. Helifted them. The person of Jesus 
is sufficient reason for Bible study. 
John Shairp was right : 


*¢ Subtlest thought shall fail and learning falter, 

Churches change, forms perish, come and go; 

But our human needs, they will not alter, 
Christ no other age shall e’er outgrow. 

Yea, O changeless One, thou only 
Art life’s guide and spiritual goal ; 

Thou the light across the dark vale lonely; 
Thou the eternal haven of the soul.’’ 


The Bible and Religion 

Our times are desperately in’ need of constructive 
religious teaching—the leadership of men who do and 
dare because they think, and know what Christianity 
is all about. Professor Francis Peabody, of Harvard, 
says: ‘‘A man in a university must fight to keep his 
soul alive.’’ This is true enough of any man in any 
sphere of existence : it is peculiarly true in the edu- 
cational institutions of to-day. 

The college man leaves a home of ninetenth century 
orthodoxy. He enters college, and by his junior year 
he feels somehow what he dare not utter, that his 
former molds of religion will hardly hold modern cul- 
ture and modern science and the modern attitude of 
mind, His first impulse is to think that his religion 
has gone. With Micah he cries: The Danites have 
carried off my gods. What have I left? But to-day 
he is turning to the Bible for his answer. An idea of 
the extent of this quest is indicated in the following 
table, taken from the Bible reports of 1910 in the col- 
leges : 

28,562 men were reported by 490 institutions as hav- 

ing attended Bible classes for two months or 


more. 
9,089 men followed habits of daily Bible study in 338 
institutions, 
6,156 non-Christian men were reported in Bible classes 
in 302 institutions. 
5,061 fraternity men were reported in 120 institutions. 
2,308 students were used to lead Bible groups in 306 
institutions. 
2,272 of these leaders were in attendance at 305 nor- 
mal classes in 139 institutions. 
800 faculty men co-operated in the Bible study work 
in 295 institutions. 
1,252 men were led into the Christian life through Bible 
classes in 101 institutions. 
33:657 student Bible study text-books were purchased. 
185 Bible study reference libraries were available in 
142 institutions, 


That the busiest students in the colleges have time 
for Bible study is evidenced by the number of men 
holding prominent positions in college life who were 
in Bible classes last year. These included : 


1,522 members of varsity football teams. 

1,454 members of college glee clubs, 
653 editors of college papers. 

1,402 members of varsity baseball teams. 
755 class presidents. 


(Continued on page 112) 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark 1: 14-28; Lukes: 1-11) 








HERE are many of God's children who, like 
Naaman of old, are willing to do some great 
thing, but not quite willing to do the simple 

thing. There are many who are waiting for some 
large opportunity for service, who are not buying up 
the small opportunities at hand, There are those 
who are trying to reach the multitude, who are losing 
sight of the individual. 

Over twenty years ago I had the privilege of at- 
tending the Summer Conference for College Students 
at Northfield, conducted by Mr. Moody. When 


’ there I heard Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, the former 


editor of The Sunday School Times, tell his experi- 
ence in doing personal work. It was the first time 
he had spoken of it in a public gathering, and he did 
so with a great deal of hesitation. (He afterward 
wrote the book entitled ‘* Individual Work for Indi- 
viduals,’*) 

One statement which Dr. Trumbull made at that 
time greatly impressed me. He said he had been 
the editor of a religious periodical that had a circula- 
tion of more than a hundred thousand a week during 
much of the time. He had written several books. 
He had also addressed large audiences, containing 
thousands of people. But in looking back upon his 
work for about forty years, he had seen more direct 
results for good through his personal efforts with in- 
dividuals than from all his other work combined. 

We are too often tempted to undervalue the worth 
of a single soul. We are too anxious to see the 
crowd and count large numbers, 

What we all need continually is a vision of a lost 
soul, together with that love of Jesus for the lost 
which will constrain us to be instant in season and 
out of season to win them. So slow are we to com- 
prehend the great issues at stake that we need to 
meditate much upon the Word of God concerning 
‘the ‘doom of the wicked. '‘* Knowing’ the’ terror of 
the Lord,’’ says the apostle, ‘‘ we persuade men."’ 


"When a Neighbor Spoke 


One of the most remarkable conversions I have 
witnessed in my work as an evangelist is that of 
James Gibbons, of Sidney Mines, Nova Scotia. The 
meetings had been in progress that summer in a tent 
for at least two months, and the power of Ged was 
more and more manifested in the city. This man 
had not attended any of the meetings, but had been 
spoken to by a godly neighbor two or three times and 
urged to attend. 

One afternoon Gibbons went to town for some gro- 
ceries. He lived about a mile out, in what they call 
the Half-Way Place. He had intended to return 
home promptly ; but he fell in with other men, who 
invited him to drink, and it was about half-past eight 
that night before he started home, considerably under 
the influence of liquor. When he reached the out- 
skirts of the town the thought came to him: ‘‘Am I 
always going home to my family in this condition ?’’ 
He felt the presence of God, and he seemed to see 
this godly neighbor urging him to go to the meetings. 
He started back with the thought of going to the tent, 
but he had not gone far before he determined to put 
it off and return home. He turned again in the road 
for home, but God stopped him. It seemed as though 
he were against a high wall. He thought he would 
go around it, but a voice seemed to say : 

‘*God can stop you there, too.’’ 

So overpowered was he with God's presence that 
he bowed his head with his hands on his knees, and 
cried out : 

‘*O God, if you have anything for me, give it to 
me to-night.’’ 

Then he started for the tent as fast as his feet could 
carry him. As he came down the central aisle of the 
tent, about nine o'clock, I was giving the invitation 
and exhorting the people to accept Christ. Several 
had responded. As I saw Gibbons coming down the 
aisle I left the platform and went down to meet him. 
Taking him by the hand, I said : 

‘*You have decided to accept Christ as your Sav- 
iour ?'' 

«IT don’t know yet,"’ he answered; ‘‘just. let me 
sit down here a moment."’ 

I showed him a seat, and returned to the platform. 
Others were coming forward and calling upon God. 
Presently one of the workers spoke to Gibbons again, 
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Letting Christ Win Others 


By Norman H. Camp 





jesus Christ can win men to himself just as well 
through you and me as he did through the Apostle 
Paul, if we will let him. Do you believe it? Do 
you? If it is true, what a glory-life of wonder 
and joy and blessing stretches out before us, from 
this moment! Let us enter into it, our heritage 
as joint-heirs with Christ. Let us first receive 
Christ ourselves in a new way, letting him become 
our whole being and life so radiantly that others 
will want what we have; and then let us, in season 
and out of season, tell others lovingly of our 
Saviour and urge them to enter into the New Life 
in him. As we do this at the Spirit’s leading, 
continuing always in prayer, Christ will give himself 
through us to others. Wecannot win men. Christ 
can. He in us will do all the fruitbearing; and 
he will do it abundantly, 








and he came forward. He, too, knelt in the sawdust 
and prayed the publican’s prayer : ‘‘God be merciful 
to me a sinner."’ 

Gibbons was about the last to leave the tent. We 
had dealt with him as best we could, At the doorhe 
said, as he pointed to a girl about fourteen years old, 
‘*This is my daughter.’’ Turning to her, I said: 
‘*Your father has accepted Jesus as his Saviour. 
Aren't you glad? And won't you receive him as 
your Saviour, too?’’ With tears in her eyes the girl 
replied that she would ; and the father said : ‘*‘That’s 
right, my daughter, just you kneel down and ask him 
to save you."’. We all knelt down, and she called 
upon God. 

As they left the tent I put their hands together and 
said: ‘‘Now you have both received Jesus as your 
Saviour ; will you-tell mother when you get home?”’ 
They said they would, and started down the road. 

On the way home, as Gibbons afterward told it, he 
said to himself, ‘‘What have I got? Has God done 
anything for me?’’ Then he replied, ‘‘ Well, I've 
received Christ as my Saviour and asked God to save 
me, and I believe he does.’’ As he said that the 
power came, and he began to praise God. 

He had. a wonderful testimony. God not only 
saved him from drunkenness, but also from a tobacce 
habit of over forty years’ standing, and filled his 
mouth with praise. Afterward his sons and daughters 
accepted Christ, and finally his wife. He used to 
say :. ‘*When 7 got out of the way, my whole family 
came to God."’ ; 

What was it that God used to turn Gibbons from 
darkness to light? Was it not the personal word of 
the neighbor? No doubt the neighbor spoke with 
trembling and fear, tempted to question if it were 
really worth while. But God used the word spoken 
in weakness, and not only saved the man, but his 
entire family. Does it not pay to do personal work ? 


How the Work Goes On and On 
Personal work does not stop with the person dealt 


with. That person, led to Christ, will in turn touch 
others, and who can measure the final result? An- 


_drew’s personal work did not stop when he led Peter 


to Jesus, but continued on the day of Pentecost when 
three thousand were. saved as a result of that one ser- 
mon preached by Peter. 

Philip’s personal work did not stop when he ex- 
plained the Scriptures and led the Ethiopian to be- 
lieve on Jesus Christ. We have no record of how 
God used the Ethiopian, but I believe many will 
praise God throughout eternity because of his minis- 
try among his own people. 

God might have saved Paul without Ananias, and 
he might have saved Cornelius without Peter ; but he 
did not. . With.very few exceptions, it will be found 
that God always. uses individuals to deal personally 
with those who are being. saved. 

The church is a living organism, made up of those 
who have been made partakers of the divine nature 
through the new birth. The church is joined together 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working of every part, in- 
creasing unto the building up of itself in love. There 
must be the personal touch. Nothing will take the 
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place of it. That moment that personal work is not 
done, the church ceases to grow. 

Just before the Rev. A, C. Dixon left Chicago for 
London, to become the pastor of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle Church, he met with a few brethren for 
prayer. In asking them to pray for him and the new 
field of labor, he spoke of his purpose to win men to 
Christ. He said he had been going through his library 
selecting such books as he thought he should take 
with him, In looking them over, he found those that 
were prized because of their helpfulness ; others that 
were prized because of the name of the givers. But 
there was one little book he came across that was 
more prized than any. It was a little memorandum 
book which recorded the souls he had led to Christ in 
his early ministry, As he looked it through and 
noted the record of souls led to Christ on different 
days, he felt that he had been turned aside largely 
from that definite work by the multitude of other 
duties. Attending meetings, writing books, preach- 
ing sermons, and various other things had largely 
taken the place of definite personal work ; and he 


‘had determined by the grace of God that, in going to 


London, he would make it his one aim by personal 
effort to lead men to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. The question would be not, how many meet- 
ings have you led, how many sermons have you 
preached, or how many articles have you prepared 
each week ; but, how many souls have you dealt with 
personally and led to accept Christ as Saviour and Lord ? 


What a Helpless Swede Did 

Several years ago I heard Mr. Nathan, at that time 
a missionary in Morocco, preach a sermon in St. Louis 
on ‘*The Hidden Minister.’’ In illustrating his sub- 
ject he told of a young Swede who was converted in 
one of Mr. Moody's meetings in Chicago. After his 
conversion the Swede came to Mr. Moody and wanted 
to know what he could do for Jesus. Mr. Moody 
looked the young man over ; for he was awkward and 
illiterate. Finally Mr. Moody said : 

‘* How would you like to be a sandwich ?"’ 

‘*Anything, anything for Jesus,’’ said the young 
man, not knowing what it meant. It was arranged 
that he should report the next day for duty. 

The young man came at the appointed hour, and 
they placed two boards, strapped together, on his 
shoulders. On one board was printed John 3 : 16 in 
full ; on the other was printed a notice of the meet- 
ings then being held. 

‘* Now,’’ said Mr. Moody, ‘‘ you just walk up and 
down these streets for Jesus and advertise the meet- 
ings’’ ; and the Swede went off smiling, happy that 
he could do something for One who had saved him. 

As he was walking down Clark Street—the boys 
throwing stones and mud at the board—a traveling 
man saw him, and stopped to read the sign and watch 
the happy Swede. The result was, the traveling man 
attended the meeting that night and was converted. 

This traveling man had a splendid voice, and after 
his conversion he made it a rule to sing in. the mis- 
sions of the cities which he visited in his travels, One 
night he was in the Bowery Mission in New York 
City, singing the gospel. Presently he noticed a 
young Jew come in and take a seat in the audience. 
Attracted by the singing, he had stepped into the hall, 
not knowing the character of the meeting. When he 
heard them singing about Jesus the Jew became rest- 
less, for he had been taught to hate that name. The 
traveling man was watching him, and when finally the 
young few started for the door he was there to meet 
him. He led him into an adjoining room, and spoke 
to him personally about Jesus as his Messiah and 
Saviour. The result was that the Jew ultimately 
accepted Christ and found salvation. 

In closing, Mr. Nathan said : ‘‘The young Swede 
lies in an unknown grave in Chicago; the traveling 
man, too, has gone to his reward ; but I am that Jew, 
and am now a missionary in Africa, winning souls for 
Jesus. When we all stand before him to receive our 
rewards according to our service, shall J receive all 
the reward for the souls won in Africa? How about 
the traveling man who led me to accept Christ? How 
about the Swede who did what he could for Jesus? 
Will he not receive his full reward because of his faith- 
fulness ?*’ 

CHICAGO. 
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HERE is a large body of testimony which is all 
against the theories of the extremely late date 
of the writing of the several parts of the first six 

books of the Bible—the hexateuch. Nearly all the 
contents of the last four books of the pentateuch either 
are narratives in which Moses speaks in the first per- 
son, or else claim either to have been written by 
Moses or uttered by Moses or to be messages given by 
Deity to Moses. The books of Judges and First and 
Second Samuel, as we have them, presuppose all 
parts of the hexateuch, and testify that the hexateu- 
chal narrative and legislation was then in existence 
and claimed obedience from Israel. Even the men 
of the Modern View, if well informed, no longer deny 
this. In dozens of places the books of Kings men- 
tion or otherwise presuppose the contents of the hexa- 
teuch, referring the legislation to Moses, and speaking 
of its use in Israel from the time of David on. Moses 
and the law and the specific contents of the hexateuch 
are similarly mentioned, or otherwise presupposed, in 
nearly every one of the major and minor prophets, 
in the Psalms, in the wisdom books, and in other 
books of the Old Testament. And the testimony 
of the New Testament is abundant and unmistakable. 
We shall presently see how the men of the Modern 
View attempt to break the force of this testimony. 
For the present it is sufficient to note that mone of 
them dispute the existence of the testimony, nor its 
abundance, nor the fact that it purports to be con- 
tinuous from the time of Moses, nor the explicitness 
with which it assigns the authorship of the hexateuch 
to the time of Moses and his associates, 


Answering the Late-Date Claim 

Again, the testimony is confirmed by the literary 
phenomena in the writings. It would take a series of 
volumes to discuss these fully, but look at a single 
group. of facts which is by itself well-nigh conclusive. 
The parts of the Bible, that deal with the last decades 
before the exile exhibit marks of Babyloman influence 
—Babylonian words, for example, and the mention 
of contemporaneous Babylonian persons and events 
and usages, The parts that deal with post-exilian 
events are full of similar Persian marks. The in- 
stances are hundreds in number; they crop out on 
nearly every page. There is no dispute about them. 
Now, if the alleged parts of the hexateuch had been 
produced, as the Modern View asserts that they were, 
in these Babylonian and Persian times, they would 
certainly have been marked with these same Babylo- 
nian or Persian peculiarities; but ¢hey are not so 
marked, even in the slightest degree. The infer- 
ence against their having been produced in these 
late times is so strong that one has no right to doubt. 

Yet, again, we have seen that whoever wrote up the 
hexateuchal records—some of them records of events 
centuries before Moses—was in the habit, by way of 
explanation or otherwise, of occasionally mentioning 
later events. There are a good many instances of 
this kind. But this usage Aas a limit of time; there 
are no clear instances of it later than a few decades 
after Moses, There is just one reasonable explana- 
tion of this, The writer connected ancient events 
with recent events up to his own time; the limit of 
date for this habit indicates the time when the hexa- 
teuch was completed. 

These reasons are intelligible. They do not depend 
on hair-splitting distinctions made by experts. They 
settle the question, even if there were no other con- 
siderations bearing on it, 

A final point concerns the truthfulnes. of the hexa- 
teuch in matters of fact. 

The Modern View teaches that the traditions out of 
which certain parts were compiled were largely legen- 
dary ; and that various other writings are mainly 
fabrications, in the interest of a religious propaganda. 

At this point note carefully a distinction. These 
men do not teach that those writings are avowedly 
religious fiction, parables, stories framed for religious 
teaching, and so understood from the first. Thevery 
different thing which they teach is this: that cer- 
tain writers deliberately published what purported to 
be history, but that this alleged history was largely 
invented by themselves for the purpose of making it 
appear, falsely, that certain religious ideas and prac- 
tises of their own invention had existed from ancient 
times, and had been handed down to them. 
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Is the Bible Habitually Untrue ? 


Fifth paper in the series ‘‘ Reasonable Biblical Criticism” 








The question that heads this paper is not a pleasant 
question to put into words. And it is not asked 
as a question in the’ mind of the writer of this 
paper, or of the readers or the editors of The 
Sunday School Times. It is plainly so phrased 
here, however, because it suggests the position of 
the so-called Modern View in Biblical Criticism. 
If you think this is an unfair or extreme charge, 
you are not likely to think'so after you have read 
the straightforward facts given on this page by 
Professor Beecher. They show, with startling 
clearness, where the ** Modern View ”’ brings one 
if he accepts it. Can we afford to be uncertain 
as to these issues, or as to our own place in them ? 





According to the Modern View, certain writings 
in the hexateuch, being older than the others, come 


nearer to being authentic history. But this does not - 


mean that we have a right to accept their statements 
as fact; it means that if we had these writings as their 
authors wrote them, we should know from them not, 
indeed, the true ancient history of Israel, nor even 
the true form of the oldest Israelitish legends, but the 
form in which these legends were current in Israel in 
the eighth century before Christ. But in fact, they 
tell us, we have not so much as this. They say that 
some generations after these were written other writers 
changed and annotated them, interpolating into them a 
new set of religious ideas ; and some generations still 
later other writers repeated the process. What we 
have, they say, is the ancient legends so reshaped 
as to make them teach ideas that are less ancient. 

They do not say that all this entirely excludes all 
historical elements from the hexateuch. . It- must: be 
the case, they say, that many of the legends formed 
themselves on a nucleus of facts. But the general 
consensus of the men of the so-called Modern View 
is to the effect that the hexateuchal narrative is untrue 
in the outline it gives of the early history of Israel, 
untrue in its accounts of the most important events, 
generally untrustworthy in details, and especially un- 
true in what it says-of the beginnings of the religion 
of Jehovah. They say, for example, that there was 
no such sojourn in Egypt, no such exodus, no such 
conquest of Canaan, and especially no such tabernacle 
worship, as the hexateuch describes. Out of the 
scantiest and flimsiest materials they reconstruct the 
history, making it utterly different from that outlined 
in the hexateuch. 


Deliberate Falsifying Actually Charged 

If a person accepts such views as these concerning 
the hexateuch, that necessarily affects his view of all 
parts of the Old and New Testaments. 

When he finds, for example, that the books of 
Judges and of First and Second Samuel presuppose 
the contents of the hexateuch, and affirm that these 
were current in Israel from the time of Moses, he 
must make some disposal of this testimony. The 
older tradition does this easily, saying that it proves 
that the literary contents of the hexateuch were in ex- 
istence in the times of the Judges. . Formerly some 
of the advocates of the newer tradition denied or 
minimized the fact that Judges and Samuel presup- 
pose the hexateuch ; but this position they have been 
compelled to abandon. The explanation they now 
give is to the effect that. Judges and Samuel were pro- 
duced in much the same way as the: hexateuch, and 
perhaps by the same persons; that the earlier strata 
of these books were. compiled by writers from. tradi- 
tions, largely legendary, and. that ‘these compilations 
were afterwards changed and .annotated by others, 
who falsified the account in order to: make it appear 
that their own religious usages. were ancient. 

They deal in the same way with the other parts of 
the testimony. When the books: of Kings testify to 
the existence and the Mosaic origin of the hexateuchal 
laws and facts, the Modern View. has no reply to 
make except by: asserting that the testimonies .are 
fabrications by the writers. When it appears that 
each prophetic book presuppeses the hexateuch, 
presupposes its parts as authoritative in Israel at the 
time when the prophet lived, the Modern View can 
reply only by saying that the prophetic book in ques- 
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tion originated still later than the hexateuch ; or by 
saying that it has been changed and annotated in 
order to make it teach what it does. 

Take the book of Hosea, forexample. As it stands 
it purports to be a record of prophecies uttered in 
northern Israel between the last years of Jeroboam II 
and the downfall of Samaria. It presupposes all the 
parts of the hexateuch, particularly denounces the 
violation of its legislation in the case of the northern 
sanctuaries, advocates the reunion of the two king- 
doms under the dynasty of David. In all this it is 
clear and consistent, and is supported by all that we 
know concerning the times, either from the Scriptures 
or from the Assyrian records. If one believes this 
testimony he must believe that the hexateuch was 
already ancient in the time of Hosea. In order to 
avoid this conclusion the author of one of the articles 
on Hosea in the new Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia says 
that the first three chapters of Hosea; and forty per- 
cent of the contents of the remaining chapters, are 
made up ‘‘of presumable additions.'’ This author 
treats Hosea just as do the other authors of the school 
to which he belongs. And the case of Hosea is not 
exceptional, but typical. Every section of Isaiah and 


_ all the ostensibly pre-exilian minor prophets are sub- 


jected to the same treatment. And similar state- 
ments may be made concerning the rest of the Ola 
Testament books, 


What of Jesus’ Testimony ? ; 
The New Testament teaching throughout bases 
itself upon the Old Testament, Take a printed New 
Testament and clip from it all the quotations from the 
Scriptures, and all the allusions to them, and all the 
mention of Old Testament events and persons, and 
you will perhaps not have an uncut leaf left ;..a large 
part of your printed New Testament will be in tatters. 
Jesus and his followers an@their opponents habitually 
refer to the Old Testament, and base their teachings 
upon it. Their testimony concerning the Scriptures, 
and concerning Moses and David and Isaiah and 
other Scriptural authors and books, is abundant and ex- 
plicit.’ It is impossible to discredit the Old Testament 
without discrediting Jesus and his contemporaries. 

If a person wishes to be intelligent and fair-minded 
in regard to biblical questions it is of the utmost im- 
portance that he take the pains necessary to under- 
stand the differences between the old and the new 
traditions. In particular one needs to understand 
firmly the fact that the newer tradition regards the 
men of the Old and New Testaments as hadituadly 
untrue in their statements of fact, and that this is. the 
one essential difference between the older tradition 
and the newer. 

Some of the men who write popular editorials and 
articles will deny this. But the scholarly advocates 
of the Modern View will not join in this accusation, 
They will recognize, I think, the fairness of the state- 
ments I have made. They will attempt to meet the 
difficulties not by denying the facts which I -have 
stated, but by arguing that human religious instincts 
naturally express themselves in folklore, and that the 
religious men who committed forgeries in writing the 
Bible belong to a lower stage of evolution.than we, 
and should be tried by a different ethical standard ; 
or by other arguments of that kind. In fact, they 
claim to be doing a great service to the historical truth- 
fulness of the Bible by distinguishing the. relatively 
scanty historical elements in it from the mass of unhis- 
torical material in the midst of which they are found. 

If there are advocates of the Modern View who do 
not join in the wholesale depreciation of the Scrip- 
tures as repositories of fact, the men of the older tradi- 
tion should welcome them as so far forth on the right 
side. Our protest is not so much against the so-called 
Modern View as held by this or that scholar, but 
rather against the agnostic or cryptoagnostic criticism 
by whomsoever held ; against such a theory of the 
hexateuch as necessitates the view that David wrote 
none of the Psalms, that Isaiah and several other 
books are mere collections of fragments, that a woof 
of false pretenses is woven into every part of the fabric 
of the two Testaments, that Jesus and Paul were either 
mentally or morally so incompetent that they acqui- 
esced in false opinions concerning the Scriptures, and 
used these as foundations for the gospel they preached, 

Ausurn, N. Y. 
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Bright Plans that Work, for Live Workers 


Real Efficiency Engineering in the Sunday-School 








Starting a Teacher-Training Class 


pee surprise was expressed when the pastor 
made the announcement, but we came thirty 
strong on that first evening, and curiosity ran 
high. What was it like? Do you have to study 
hard? Who would teach? Several were familiar 
with the text-book and told the others it contained 
lessons on the Sunday-school, the pupil, and methods 
of teaching, as well as lessons on the Bible. 

An organization was effected ; thirty people, men 
and women, agreed to join. Officers were elected, a 
Lookout Committee was appointed to visit the sick 
and watch the attendance. One of our best teachers 
consented to teach the class, and we arranged to meet 
every Tuesday evening at the church. This time was 
kept sacred; nothing ever interfered with our meetings. 

The following week twenty-five persons were on 
hand at the appointed hour. A few of these withdrew 
after they realized we were really going to study ; and 
when we were ready for the first examination our 
class numbered twelve earnest, faithful members. 
The tests were taken under the auspices of the Super- 
intendent of Teacher Training of our State Sunday 
School Association, who forwarded to the teacher 
question blanks based upon our text-book, to be filled 
out at the regular session of the class and returned to 
him by the teacher to be marked. We always studied 
hard and were anxious about our examinations, and 
great was the rejoicing when the postal arrived from 
the thoughtful: teacher informing us of the marks 
gained, which were uniformly good. It was a winter 
well spent ; the results are conspicuous, even now, in 
better order, increased interest, and a higher standard 
of teaching. throughout the entire school. —Zmile 
Fairchild Kearney, Philadelphia. 


7 
Bible Geography for Young Folks 


A series of simple lessons on the Land of Palestine, by 

Dr. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, which will enable any 

teacher or superintendent to drill a class or school into 

a good working knowledge of the geography of the 

Holy Land. The seven lessons commenced here 

will be continued, in next week's issue of the Times 
and thereafter, in the lesson pages. 


AVE you the geography of Palestine at your 
command as readily as you have the geography 
of the United States or Canada? Has your 

class or school a quick, dependable knowledge in this 
fundamental part of Bible study? This knowledge 
can easily be gained by a little systematic study ; and, 
once gained, the knowledge is of lasting value. Even 
the Bible becomes a more interesting book when we 
know just ‘‘ where it happened.’’ 

It is to meet this need that there is commenced 
herewith a series of seven supplemental lessons on 
the land of Palestine, where most of the great events 
of the Bible took place. Each lesson should be made 
to take its place in the connected scheme, to be im- 
pressed over and over upon the pupils’ minds. 

The general features, important localities, and some 
knowledge of the size of Palestine, should be taught 
and reviewed until the pupils are thoroughly familiar 
with them. The lessons may be taught to the school 
or the department on the blackboard, or to a separate 
class by its teacher ona block of paper. Each lesson 
may be given in from five to seven minutes ; and be- 
fore each lesson all the lessons preceding it should be 
carefully reviewed. 


Lesson 1. The Waters of Palestine 


Draw two lines, the coast line and the Jordan line, 
with its three lakes, The teacher will notice that the 
coast line trends to the southwest. At a third of the 
distance down the line, show the point and the bay 
marking Mount Carmel. Note that the distance be- 
tween Mount Carmel and the Sea of Galilee, due east 
of it, is thirty miles ; while from the middle of the 
Dead Sea to the coast is sixty miles, twice as far. 
These suggestions will enable the teacher to make 
his sketch-map more exact; though detailed exact- 
ness is not of supreme importance in teaching these 
lessons. Arough, inaccurate map, drawn in the pres- 
ence of the class, is far better in teaching than the 
best engraved map shown to the class. 


In drawing the Jordan line, indicate the three 
lakes: 1. Lake Merom, triangular, with the point 
downward. 2. Zhe Sea of Galilee, pear-shaped, also 
with the point downward. 3. Zhe Dead Sea, long 
and narrow, with a peninsula cutting into the lower 
part. It is ten miles from Lake Merom to the Sea of 
Galilee, and about sixty-five miles from the Sea of Gali- 
lee to the Dead Sea,—more than six times as far. 

On the coast-line indicate the location of Tyre, the 
northernmost city, and of Gaza, the farthest to the 
south, almost directly 
opposite the middle of 
the Dead Sea. The 
distance between these 
[two places is about 
130 miles. The Jor- 
dan line, from the great 
source at Dan, to the 
lowest end of the Dead 
Sea, is about 150 miles. 

Now drill the class 
on the waters of Pales- 
tine, indicating them 
by initial letters, 1. 
M. S., Mediterranean 
Sea. 2. L. M., Lake 
Merom. 3. S.G.,The 
Sea of Galilee. 4. R. 
J., The River Jordan. 
5. D.S., The Dead Sea. 

After giving the les- 
son with the black- 
board, erase the lines, 
draw them again 
roughly without the lettering, and review the facts as 
given above. The review questions should be some- 
what as follows : 
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1. What great sea is on the west of Palestine ? 

2. What river runs from north to south through the 
land ? 
. What is the lake on the north? 
. What is the second lake ? 
. What is the lake on the south ? 
. How long is the coast-line ? 
. How long is the Jordan line, including the Dead Sea? 
. How far is it from the Mediterranean Sea to the Sea of 
Galilee ? 

9. How far is it from the middle of the Dead Sea to the 
Mediterranean ? - 

10. How far is it from Lake Merom to the Sea of 
Galilee ? 

11. How far from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea ? 


ON Qui Ww 


A Graded Union for Men 


NOTHER forward step in Sunday-school work is 
the organization of a Graded Union for men 
who are superintending or teaching. 

This was taken last spring, when sixty men gath- 
ered in the First Methodist Church of Birmingham, 
Alabama, and banded themselves into a Union, which 
is promising to do more for the Sunday-schools of 
this district than any other movement could do. 

Doubtless the Women's Union, now numbering 
more than three hundred, has been the inspiration ; 
but that organization has -gradually evolved from a 
mere handful of primary workers to its present pro- 
portions and wide influence. The men’s organiza- 
tion, however, has begun with an enthusiasm and an 
enrolment which stirs every school in the city. 

In the short devotional service at the very opening 
of the meeting almost every one of the sixty men 
took part in sentence prayers. 

They will meet every Tuesday night at six o’ clock, 
going directly from business and first lunching to- 
gether in the basement of the church. A constitu- 
tion was adopted, officers chosen for a year, and the 
lesson teaching of the various grades provided for. 
Of course the first great effort is. the enrolment of 
every man teaching a class or connected in any way 
with the Sunday-schools of the district, and this has 
been going on with a flourish, by means of newspaper 
advertising and letters and personal invitations. 

The men of Birmingham are busy as men can be, 
but the Master's work comes first with not a few of 
them.—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 


A Weekly Teachers’- Meeting Supper 


FTEN a useful invention has been held back for 

a long time for the lack of some small detail to 

make its working practical and permanent. 

The only thing to do in such a case is to keep on ex- 
perimenting until the missing factor is found. 

It is the same way with Sunday-school methods, 
like the teachers’-meeting for instance. Everybody 
knows that the teachers’ -meeting is an important part of 
Sunday-school work. Some superintendents say they 
wouldn't remain in office another day unless they 
could have a successful teachers’ -meeting ; and yet in 
many schools the teachers’ -meeting is one of the most 
difficult problems, not because the teachers fail to 
recognize its value, but because it is hard to arrange 
the details of the time, place and convenience so that it 
is possible for the busy men and women who are 
teachers to attend. 

That was the case with the First Methodist Episco- 
pal Sunday-school of Chattanooga, Tennessee, until a 
few years ago. It is a large Sunday-school, and the 
teachers’ -meeting was devoted especially to the study 
of the Sunday-school lesson. New plans for making 
the meeting a success had been tried for several years. 
The result was always the same. A month or two 
after the innovation interest waned, and the attendance 
fell off. 

A little more than three years ago a committee on 
teachers’-meeting was appointed, and after careful 
study this committee put forth a plan which seemed to 
solve the problem for that school, They arranged for 
a teachers’ supper on the evening of the church 
prayer-meeting. It was to begin at 6.10 P.M., and 
last till 6.50. Teachers’ lesson study was to begin at 
6.55 and last till 7.30, the time for beginning the 
church prayer-meeting. When this plan was presented 
to the teachers, there was no difficulty in getting forty 
of them to sign the agreement, thus insuring the 
financial success of the suppers at a moderate price. 

The committee then went to seven of the most 
efficient and prominent ladies of the church, and 
induced them to undertake to serve the suppers for 
the period of seven months, during which the teachers’ 
lesscn study was to be continued. Each month one 
of these ladies assumed charge, selecting two assist- 
ants, all volunteers. They furnished sufficiently sub- 
stantial meals to justify busy men and women in 
going directly from their work to the supper, instead. 
of going home for the evening meal. 

Now for the results of this plan—they were really 
the results of the supper plan, for no change was 
made in the manner of conducting the lesson study. 
In the first place, it was easy to go directly to the 
church, without the journey home and back again. 
Then there was the social fellowship of the supper 
together, which was a rest in some ways, and an in- 
spiration in others. When the time for lesson study 
came, there was no delay ; all were gathered together 
in one place for one purpose, and they attended 
strictly to business for thirty-five minutes. The at- 
tendance averaged over forty for the whole seven- 
months’ period of the first year. 

When the first season was over, there was no hesi- 
tation in declaring for the same plan for the next 
season. It has now been followed for more than 
— years, and the attendance still averages above 
orty. 

The results are seen also in something more than a 
high average attendance. ‘‘The training received at 
these meetings,’’ says one of the teachers, ‘‘ prepared 
us for a great forward movement in our Sunday-school 
a year ago last November. A Sunday-school expert 
was employed to plan the work to be done, but the 
actual work of grading and reorganizing the school 
was done by the teachers and officers themselves. 
Since the reorganization the teachers meet in depart- 
ment groups for the discussion of departmental prob- 
lems, and come together for general discussion once a 
month as before. Not only has this teachers’ supper 
brought our teachers together for the lesson study and 
helped to equip them to teach better, but it has 
furnished a center or nucleus for much committee 
work both for the Sunday-school and for other church 
societies. It has especially aided in making the 
church a center for all of our social activities.''—/. 
Mervin Hull, Concord, Mass. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


‘* A Shelf of Twelve Books,” being Mr. Stifler’s sug- 
gestions of standard books for reading on the current 
International Lessons, may be had in leaflet from The 
Sunday School Times Company for a two-cent stamp, 


Getting Started in Class 


HEN Washington was elected tothe presidency 
of the newly-founded United States, he ac- 
cepted the office with extreme reluctance. 

After serving as commander of the army for many 

ears he longed for the peace and quiet of his Mt. 
Vemma home. But when it was settled that he would 
accept the presidency he wrote to a friend : 

‘‘In confidence I tell you (with the world it would 
obtain little credit) that my movements to the chair 
of the government will be accompanied by feelings 
not unlike those of a culprit who is going to the place 
of his execution ; so unwilling am I, in the evening 
of a life nearly consumed in public cares, to quit a 
peaceful abode for an ocean of public difficulties, 
without that competency of political skill, abilities, 
— inclination which are necessary to manage the 

elm,” 

On April 16, 1789, he wrote in his diary : 

*¢ About ten o'clock I bade adieu to Mt. Vernon, to 
private life, and to domestic felicity; and with a mind 
oppressed with more anxious and painful sensations 
than I have words to express, set out for New York 
in company with Mr. Thomson and Colonel Hum- 
phreys, with the best disposition to render service to 
my country in obedience to its call, but with less 
hope of answering its expectations.” 

his gives a glimpse into the very heart of a man 
who was called to a great service, and who answered 
the call with all that was left of his life. 

The great secret of life is that it is a call to spend 
ourselves; and the great hearts are those that follow 
on, Jesus needed men to build his kingdom, He 
called men who were contented, prosperous, and 
happy, to a life that was far from one of ease ; but 
they followed. ‘The least of their rewards is that 
they are hailed to-day among earth’s greatest names. 


The Teacher’s Preparation 


It is a great opportunity for leading your class into 
the privilege of personal evangelism, Are you doing 
that work yourself? Mr. Howard’s lesson article, Mr. 
Camp’s article, on page ror, ‘‘ Notes on Open Letters,” 
and the ‘‘Round-Table,” offer direct help here. 

Read carefully the parallel account in Matthew 4: 
18-22, There was probably a previous. meeting be- 
tween Jesus and this quartette. Read John 1 : 35 ff. 

On the cause of John’s imprisonment read Matthew 
14 3 3-5. 

For the connection between this occasion and the 
temptation of Jesus which we studied last week, see 
Professor Riddle, paragraphs 1 to 3. Consult a map, 
reading also Visiting the Lesson Scenes. 

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom of 
God (Professor Clow, paragraphs 1 and 2; Professor 
Riddle on v. 15; and this article below). 

The necessity of repentance (Professor Clow, para- 
graph 3). 

For a notable condensed statement of the facts 
known about these four disciples, see Professor Rid- 
die’s fourth paragraph, and Mr. Ridgway’s first para- 


=. 
he call to follow Jesus (Professor Clow, paragraph 
4; Miss Lovett, section 3). 

The meaning of * fishers of men” (Professor Clow, 
ye 5; Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 2). 

Probably these men were not poor (Professor Rid- 
dle on v. 20). 

The response to the call (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 
3, and this article below). 

Capernaum (Matt. 4 : 
Vv. 21, and paragraph 3). 

The synagogue (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 4, and 
this article below). Another instance of Jesus in the 
synagogue (Luke 4 : 16 ff.). 

The unclean spirit (Professor Riddle on v. 23, and 
this article below). 

The Power that rebuked the spirit (Professor 
Clow’s last paragraph). 

The effect of this deed on the witnesses (Mr. Ridg- 
way’'s last paragraph). 
The Class in Session 

A striking feature of Jesus’ character was its per- 
fect balance. He alwaysdid the right thing at the 
right time : sometimes he avoided danger and some- 
times he faced it. This time he avoided an impris- 
onment like John the Baptist’s. He went to Galilee, 
and among a plain commercial and industrial people, 


12-17; Professor Riddle, 


LESSON 9. MARCH 3. THE CALL OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES 
Mark I : 14-28; Luke §: 1-11. Commit verses 16, 17 


Golden Text: The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he send forth iaborers into his harvest.—Matthew 9 : 37, 38 


Read Matthew 4 : 18-22 


14 Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came into Gali- 
lee, preaching the ! gospel of God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe in the ! gospel 

16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea ; for 
they were fishers.. 17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye 
after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. 18 
And straightway they left the nets, and followed him. 19 And 
going on a little further, he saw * James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his-brother, who also were in the boat mending the 
nets, 20 And straightway he called them : and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the bired servants, and went 
after him, 

2t And they go into Capernaum ; and straightway on the 
sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. 22 
And they were astonished at his teaching : for he taught them 
as having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And straight- 
way there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit; and he cried out, 24 saying, What have we to do with 
thee, Jesus thou Nazarene ? art thou come to destroy us? I 
know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 25 And Jesus 
rebuked * him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 
26 And the unclean spirit, * tearing him and crying with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, inso- 
much that they questioned among themselves, saying, What 
is this? a new teaching ! with authority he commandeth even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey him. 28 And the report of 
him went out straightway everywhere into all the region of 
Galilee round about. 

1 Or, good tidings: and so elsewhere. 
convulsing 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


2Or, Jacob *Or, it 4 Or, 








despised by the educated aristocrats of Jerusalem, he 
spent most of his earthly ministry. 

He preached. Preaching is despised by many, but 
it was the prime occupation of the Son of God. The 
Anglo-Saxon word ‘ gospel” means the God-story. 
His message was to tell men of their heavenly Father 
and how he loved men. 

That near-approaching kingdom did not dawn in 
power until the day of Pentecost ; and Jesus seems 
always to have had that day in mind. hat he did 
for men then was to bequeath to them his own Spirit. 
When men have his Spirit of love and unselfishness, 
the kingdom of God is within them, and shows in all 
their outward life. Raphael could not bequeath his 
art, nor Gladstone his eloquence ; but the ‘* good 
tidings ” of God is that Jesus has power totake away 
our old character and give us his own Spirit. This 
done, the kingdom of God has come to us, 

Jesus urged repentance because men cannot take 
hold of righteousness while their hands and hearts 
are full of evil. 

The call to’ the fishermen was undoubtedly not 

esus’ first acquaintance with them (The Teacher’s 

reparation). Do not hunt for great qualifications 
in them. Their one great qualification was their 
obedience. The. known points about them are ver 
few. Their eo came from Him whom they fol- 
lowed. Mark gives a graphic touch to the call of 
James and John—‘ mending their nets.” ‘The refer- 
ence to ‘‘hired servants” hints that these men were 
far from being eee eee The call of Jesus 
transcends family and business ties. The promise 
to them was that they should be made fishers of men. 
It is the noblest of occupations, The art of persua- 
sion is the work of the financier, the statesman, and 
the advocate. ‘To persuade men to absolute allegiance 
to God is the highest use of our highest talent. 

Jesus made them fishers of men by teaching them 
for a long period, and by equipping. them at last with 
his own Spirit. He kept his word.. The result of 
Peter's first sermon was the conversion of three thou- 
sand, It must have reminded him of the miraculous 
draught of fishes mentioned in Luke 5 : 4-7. 

Jesus never despised the synagogue because there 
was much error there. It was the right place to be- 
gin, and he began there. He was a man of quick 
and decisive action. 

The unclean spirit could not endure Jesus’ pres- 
ence. It is unsafe to conclude hastily that this un- 
clean spirit was simply insanity or epilepsy. ‘‘Modern 
inquiry tends to see greater mysteries than before in 
certain forms of physical ailment.” And in this 
case there is the plainly stated feature that Jesus was 
recognized by this spirit as the Messiah. 

he real power of the kingdom of God is shown in 
its ability to overcome the spirit of evil. The un- 
clean spirit protested, but had to go. It is not always 
easy to cast out sin from our hearts... No power but 
God’s can do it. 

The astonishment of the people was mingled with 
joy. Our hearts instinctively rejoice over a soul freed 
from sin. The report that went out was a good one, 
and brought many a hearer. The only advertise- 
ment that Jesus needs is the ready telling of what he 
has ‘done, by us for whom he has done it. 
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A Lesson Summary 


There are three clear divisions in this lesson : 

1. The brief description of the beginning of Jesus’ 
active ministry, 

2. The call of the four disciples. 

3. The cleansing of the man with the unclean 
spirit. 

The call of the disciples was the most distinctive 
step in the ministry of Jesus thus far, ‘I'he test of a 
leader’s power is his ability to get followers who will 
really reproduce himself. This test shows Jesus’ 
superiority to any leader earth ever saw before. 
Jesus was forced to begin his work in Galilee, where 

ple were less educated. It was no handicap to 
im. The important thing with Jesus is not whata 
man’s qualifications are, but what his willingness is. 

These four fishermen were probably no more re- 
markable men naturally than others who fished 
along that shore. But they were willing to be made 
into fishers of men. This was their qualification, 
their greatness for service. Jesus had a calm and 
unquestioning confidence that he could make these 
men into expert preachers and leaders ; bux at is dis- 
tinctly to be noted that he did not say to them, ‘‘ye 
are fishers of men.” Gifts such as they were to 
possess did not come instantly, but only after con- 
tinued association with their Master. They learned 
to become fishers of men because he taught them, 


and, after Pentecost, used them. Eventually they 


became expert fishers of men. Of this the Acts of 
the Apostles and the Christian civilization in which 
we live is evidence. 

More important than all else in this lesson is the 
clear teaching that Jesus will make fishers of men 
to-day. of those who will follow him. Obstinacy, 
self-conceit, and pride are things that prevent our 
learning the art. What other things prevent ? Obe- 
dience, persistent following of him, and willingness 
to learn, are qualifications that count. -What’other: 
things are essential ? ” 


Questions for Class Use ibs 

1,.Why did Jesus come. to Galilee to begin his 
preaching ? 

2. How many ‘times does the word ‘‘straightway ”’ 
occur in the first chapter of Mark ? " 

3. What does repentance mean ? 

4. What had Jesus done that made a great impression 
on Peter? 

5. Name some one since New Testament times whom 
you would call a ‘‘ fisher of men.”’ 

6. Why was it right for these men to leave their occu- 
pations and their families ? 

7. Why did Jesus rebuke the evil spirit ? 


Other Teaching Points 

Preaching may sometimes appear to be foolishness, but 
it has produced more permanent results than anything else 
yet done by mankind, And it need not be confined to 
only one class of men; the art of persuasion is one that 
can be learned by all who will study in the school of Christ. 

There are many things that are innocent, and often 
good and profitable in themselves, which have to be dropped 
when we really follow Christ. Obedience to his call is 
more important than anything else in life. 

It is a blessed ‘‘Isle of safety ’’ to accept Jesus’ words 
as words of authority, and to hold fast to them in their 
simplicity. 

God is always the enemy of the spirit of evil. Itis com- 
forting to know that through his power we may be set at 
liberty from our besetting sins, if we will let him work the 
miracle for us. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Markt : 29-45; Matthew 4: 23-25.) 

With four disciples Jesus has now fairly started 
on the first stage of his purpose to tell the message 
of God's love as wideiy as possible. Love that is 
powerless may be beautiful ; but men need a love 
that has power with it. Jesus demonstrates the 
power that lies back of his message by healing sick- 
ness of every sort. 


1, Verses 29-31.—On what day of the week was this 
miracle of healing done ? 

2. Verse eed was it necessary for Jesus to pray? 

3. Verse 338.—Why did Jesus not remain at Capernaum, 
where he was becoming so popular ? 

4. Verses 35-45.—Make a list of the events of this one 
day. 
5. What reason have we to believe that God hears our 
prayers for the sick? 

6. Verse 41.—Why did Jesus touch the leper? 

7. Verse 44.—Why did Jesus command the healed man 
to go to the priest? 

8. Verse 45.—Did this man hinder or help Jesus’ work 
by telling about the miracle of healing in this way ? 


Evanston, ILL. 


LESSON FOR’ MARCH 3 (Mark 1: 14-28; Luke 5: 1-11) 


The Kingdom of God at Hand 
By the Rev, Professor W. M. Clow, B.D. 


HAT is the Kingdom of God? It is-not the 
setting up of any omnipotent worldly sover- 
eignty, any more than it was the restoration 

of David's throne. It is not the establishment of a 
religious hierarchy, any more than it was the su- 
premacy of the Jewish priesthood. It is not a new 
social order, organized to promote the temporal well- 
being of men, any more than it was the fulfilment of 
the hopes of the Zealots of Judea, It is the rule and 
realm of God in the hearts and lives of men. 

What is ¢he one and only dynamic of the King- 
dom? It may employ many instruments, man 
agencies, many methods; but the dynamic behind it 
is the gospel. ‘‘ Jesus came, preaching the gospel.” 
He proclaimed the good tidings of God’s purpose 
and love and grace, ‘Ihe world will not believe that 
the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, It 
has tried a score of other potencies. The rule of the 
strong man, the swift authority of battle, the passion 
and power of avenging revolution, the majesty and 
might of law, the convincing wisdom of philosophy: 
yet righteousness and peace and joy are as far off as 

fore. But the gospel which proclaims God, and 
God's good-will to men, which brings his love trans- 
lated in the person, and made omnipotent in the work, 
of his dear Son, has been proved to be the one dyna- 
mic behind the Kingdom. 

The appeal of the Gospel of the Kingdom, ‘* Re- 
pent ye, and believe.” ‘To-day, in spite of all the 
teaching of history, there are multitudes of men who 
are hot-foot after methods of reform and new schemes 
of.social betterment. They do not realize that the 
question is always personal and ethical. ‘here is no 
other way, except by repentance and faith, of bring- 
ing in the Kingdom of God, or any other true King- 
dom whatever. Whena man sees his sin, and feels 
the condemnation on his past, and the bondage of it, 
and realizes how certainly the days to come, despite 
all his own endeavor, shall be as evil as the days gone 
by, he can only turn himself in humble trust to the 
helpand care of God. Inthat moment of repentance 
and believing he has seew the Kingdom of God. In 
the next moment he has entered it: 

To enter the Kingdom is to be called to serve in 
zt, **He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting 
anet.” ‘They had entered the Kingdom already, for 
this was not their first meeting with Jesus. hrist 


does not call men to serve him for whom and in: 


whom he.has done nothing...The Kingdom of God 
must first be in a man’s heart before Christ ‘will 
call him to further it in-the world around him. 
ohn tells us the story. of the early intimacies of 
esus with these first disciples. Luke gives us a 
glimpse .of the work of the Spirit in their hearts and 
consciences. Now they are ripe for Christ’s service, 
and now therefore the call comes to them. 


‘* Heaven doth with us as we with torches do, 
Not light them for themselves.’’ vf 


So in the Christian world of to-day when a little child 
has entered the Kingdom he can be sure that soon 
some call to serve as he is able will be given him. 
When men and women have been taken out of the 
fearful pit and the miry clay they will not wait long 
until they are called to rescue others. 

And the Master fits the disciple for that service 
in the Kingdom to which he calls him. ‘*Come ye 
after me, and I will make you.” Simon and Andrew, 
James and John, were most unlikely material for 
apostleship. Weather-beaten, horny-handed, wet 
with the slime and weed of the sea, clothed in coarsely- 
woven tunics, from which the Rabbi drew away his 
embroidered robe lest it should be soiled as they 
passed, they did not promise to be fitting officers for 
the long prophesied Kingdom of God. Their faith 
was only a feeble rushlight, and their conceptions of 
the Kingdom were marred by worldliness. But Jesus 
said, ‘‘I will make you.” 

What a splendid and incomparably wondrous his- 
tory is this making of the apostles by Christ! As 
they came after him, companied with him, sat at his 
feet, heard his word, sometimes of rebuke, some- 
times of enlightenment, sometimes of inspiration 
which filled their spirits with delight, and as they 
lay in his bosom, they were made “‘ fishers of men.” 

e begin to serve him, crude, shallow, dark in vision, 
faltering in will, mean in scope, poor, unskilled labor- 
ers. As we follow, we are made. The day comes 
when men testify that we have been with Jesus and 
have learned of him, 

There is an indefeasible sign that the Kingdom of 
God has come. A new message was heard on the 
lips of Jesus. A new power to convince men of the 
love and purpose of God was made inanifest. A 
new and omnipotent aythority against evil was at 
work. The man with the unclean spirit had often 
entered the synagogue before. But the devils 
within him had remained. So they remain in some 
to this day, shrouded in secrecy, keeping their dread 
possession of the man and his passions with unques- 
tioned sovereignty. Jesus was ever tender with 
frailty and with error, To devilry he was ruthless 
and relentless, Here, in the synagogue, his King- 
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dom meets the strong man’s kingdom, and he binds 
him and lets his poor captive go. To all time this 
battle begun in Capernaum is going on. When all 
the devils of uncleanness have been cast out of 
human hearts and of human lives, the Kingdom of 
God shall have fully come and ‘his fame shall be 
spread abroad” throughout all God's universe. 


GLasGow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Profeisor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE interval between the last lesson and this one 

is about nine months. John (3: 18 to 4: 54) 

narrates the ‘Judean ministry,” which is 

assed over in. silence by the synoptists. The re- 

jection at Nazareth (Luke 4: 16-30) probably pre- 

ceded this lesson, and Luke 5 : 1-11 seems to refer to 
the same occasion as Mark 1 : 16 to 20. 

Time.—The exact date cannot be fixed, but it was 
probably near the beginning of A. D. 28, 

Places.—On the northwest coast of the Sea of Gali- 
lee, near, and then in, Capernaum. The lake is of 
oval shape, from twelve to fourteen miles long and 
about half as broad. Cafernaum, which became our 
Lord’s home about this time, was a flourishing city in 
Gennesaret, but the exact site is in dispute. Khan 
Minyeh and Tell Hfiim have each strong advocates. 
The former is about five miles southwest from the 
mouth of the upper Jordan ; the latter, only two miles 
distant from the same point. The ruins of a syna- 
gogue have been discovered at Tell Him. 

The Four Fishermen.— S##07, contracted from Sim- 
eon, also called Simon Peter. ‘The latter name was 
given him by our Lord, probably when the Twelve 
were chosen. It means ‘‘ Rock” or ‘‘ Stone,” and is 
equivalent to ‘‘ Cephas ” in the monguege of Palestine. 
He was the leader, being named first in all the lists 
of the apostles. From Bethsaida (John 1 : 44),.he had 
at this time a home in Capernaum (v. 29). Andrew, 
his brother, was one of the two disciples of John the 
Baptist who first followed Jesus (John 1 : 35-40). 
The two.sons of Zebedee, Phage -4 (Greek, Jacob) and 
John, both among the early followers of our Lord, 
were probably cousins of Jesus, their mother Salome 
being the person spoken of as ‘‘his mother’s sister” 
(John 19 : 25). James was } prmmer +: the older brother, 
and was the first martyred apostle (Acts 12: 1). The 
brothers are called ‘‘ Boanerges,’’ sons of thunder 
(Mark.3 : 17), because of their fiery natural disposi- 
tion. goba was the last survivor of the Twelve. 
‘These four are placed first in the lists of the apostles, 
and Peter, James, and John were the chosen com- 
panions of our Lord at the Transfiguration and in 
Gethsemane. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Versé 14.—A/ter John was delivered up: Impris- 
oned by Herod Antipas.—/nto Galilee: As Galilee 
was part of the dominions of Herod, this movement 
was not from fear of him. Compare John 4: 1-3. 

Verse 15.—The kingdom of God: Matthew, ‘the 
kingdom of heaven.” ‘The kingdom is from God and 
from heaven. The phrase refers in general to the 
new rule Christ would inaugurate on earth ; some- 
times in a wide sense, and also in a more restricted 
one. It is not equivalent to ‘‘ the church.” 

Verse 16.—Casting a net in the sea: A large drag- 
net. Compare Luke 5: 1-5. 

Verse 18.— They left their nets, and followed him: 
According to John they had previously followed him. 
But this was a special call to constant personal at- 
tendance. Later the Twelve were formally chosen. 

Verse 20.—Their father Zebedee in the boat with 
the hired servants: Fishing in the lake was a lucra- 
tive calling, and the mention of ‘‘ the hired servants” 
shows that this family was not r. But all four 
left their lucrative occupation to follow Jesus. 

Verse 21.—Capernaum: Probably this place now 
became the home of Jesus.—n~ered into the syna- 
fogue and taught: This seems to have been his 

abit, and the synagogue service allowed it. 

Verse 22.—As having authority: ‘‘One” need 
not be supplied: he was not ‘‘one” among many 
‘*having authority.” 

Verse 23.—A man with an unclean spirit: That 
is,‘* possessed by a demon” (comp. v. 32). The evan- 


_gelists evidently intend to represent such cases 


as actual possession of a human being by an evil 
spirit. Sometimes symptoms of disease are mani- 
fested, but in verses 32, 34 the ‘‘ possessed”’ are dis- 
tinguished from the diseased. 
erse 24.—iWhat have we to do with thee? The 

language of the unclean spirit.—7o destroy us: By 
returning them to torment ; possibly hinting at the 
destruction of Satan’s power. 

Verse 25.—Hold thy peace: Our Lord repelled the 
witness of evil spirits. 

Verse 26.—7earing him: Or, ‘‘convulsing him.” A 
visible paroxysm, probably the demon’s malicious act. 

Verse 27.— What is this? A new teaching ! The 
correct text gives this vivacious form. 

Verse 28.—Zhe region of Galilee round about: 
Not, ‘‘round about Galilee,” but the adjacent parts 
of that district, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


On First Avenue. — Simon and Andrew... = | 
were fishers (v. 16). Picked them up on a walk 
while they were hard at it. Most good men are thus 
picked up. I know one of the heads of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company who was picked up 
over in Highland Township while plowing (Prov. 
22:29). Keep a diggin’, he'll be along some day. 
One thing to take a day off down the Brandywine 
after bass and another thing to fish for a living. The 
one is sport, the other is hard work. Jesus chose 
real workingmen, of the bone and muscle sort. Just 
the same kind of stuff that swings up and down First 
Avenue when the six o’clock whistles blow. Jesus 
knew what he wanted. Founders of things are 
almost always humble workingmen. Rarely Mr. 
Mammon from Jerusalem. Jesus must have disci- 
ples who knew men. The man who lives off men 
doesn’t know men. The man who works with men is 
the one who knows men. Jesus would hammer his 
cabinet from Galilee iron, and not cast it from Jeru- 
salem brass. And this is the strength and hope of: 
Christendom to this day (Matt. 11: 25; Mark 12: 37). 


**I Goa Fishing °—/ wi// make you ... fishers of 
men (v.17). Talk about sport! Big game. Roose- 
velt. The greatest hunting in all the world is gun- 
ning men to life (Luke 15: 24). Or stocking the 
aquarium of the sky, tokeep to our figure. hese 
men after training made We have all been 
fishing and all have had fisherman’s luck. But that 
never spoiled us as fishermen. Old Uncle Josh 
Scott would sit by the Brandywine for hours wit 
hook and line and come home fishless. He would go 
back another day and come home with a big string 
of catfish and eels. That’s your way. If you don’t 
get slippery Sam to-day go after him to-morrow. 
‘*Some fun goin’ fishin’ when you can ketch some- 
The'disciples labored in vain all night (John 
21 : 3). Martyn, one of the first missionaries to 
India, never hadaconvert. I saw Gypsy Smith geta 
thousand in oneafternoon. Three hundred in Coates- 
ville once. Yes, some got away. But lots didn't. 
I didn’t. The fishing is still good. 


Amateur Preachers.— And straightway they left 
the nets (v. 18). They meant business and quit 
business ! Proves them to be exceptional men even 


though in working clothes. Didn’t quit work to go 
to preaching, but to go to school (Luke 11:1). This 
following a master was the school system of that 
day (Acts 22: 3)..-They took a three-years’ course. 
Got their degree in the Upper Room. When you 
farmers stop ee you merchants stop trading, 
you mechanics stop hdmmering, to go to preaching, 
don’t forget that the disciples didn’t. They first went 
to school. Maybe you can serve God best at your 
‘‘nets” if you can’t go to school. It is Christian 
walking that is needed more than Christian talking. 
Hot living and not hot air. Practise goes better than 
reaching, in these days of printers’ ink and cease- 
ess chatter. Drop the tool and go to school as soon 
pod pete permits. But as to dropping the ‘‘ nets” 
and taking up preaching—don't. reachers are not 
as scarce as some folks think. Our pulpit was vacant 
not long ago, and we had over one hundred appli- 
cants. Stick to farm and mill, Let your life preach. 


The Puritans.—S/raightway on the sabbath day 
(v. 21). This ‘‘straightway” of Mark sounds like a 
hustle. He didn’t travel with Paul, even a little bit, 
for nothing (Acts 13: 73). Assoon as Jesus gets a 
few scholars together the training begins. Church- 
going habit. ood place to start. What do you do 
on Sundays when you get ‘‘ too-big-to-go” to Sun- 
day-school? ‘‘Tochurch,” yes, whatelse? I know 
folks who wonder in their hearts why their children 
are so worthless when they have ouch fine parents. 
I have never known ason or a daughter of a ‘‘straight- 
way on the sabbath” Christian get so far away they 
couldn’t come back (Prov. 20: 7; Psa. 112: 2). Here 
is the aeroplane reason why: no Christian’s child 
can go to the bad without a long running start. 
From Sabbath to Sabbath is not long enough for a 
start. Straightway-on-the-sabbath folks molded 
Great Britain into the most splendid nation on earth, 
and the United States and Canada into her two 
lovely children. Yes, George, I know, but here’s to 
you, Mother England. 

Still Ahead.— 7hey were astonished at his teaching 
(v. 22). Why? sea 7:15, 16.) Who taught him? 
(Luke ro : 22.) e have a sample of Christ’s teach- 
ing in the talk with Nicodemus and the woman at 
the well. He didn’t ‘‘ half teach” because the class 
was small. He went to the heart of things. I think 
the most remarkable thing about this lesson is that 
if any one should start to live this ‘‘teaching” right 
here in Christian Coatesville the inhabitants would 
be as much astonished to-day as then. I have known 
folks who have attempted it somewhat, and they are 
voted ‘‘queer.” The non-resistant, for example, is 
**one of those Quaker cranks.” And any fellow who 
would really and truly love his neighbor as himself 
might land in jail. ake the Sermon on the Mount 
and try to live it, and see the neighbors stare. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The IlMustration Round - Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
= the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


What If We Should ?— 7%e harvest in- 
deed is plenteous, but the laborers are sew. 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he send forth laborers into his harvest 
(Golden Text). The story is told in ** Pas- 
tor Hsi’’ of an old woman in China who 
was apparently a devoted Christian, but re- 
fused to join the church. When the mis- 
sionary asked her why she would not confess 
Christ when she loved him, she at last said 
that it was because there was one command- 
ment of his she could not obey: she could 
not go into all the world to preach the gos- 
pel, being old, and afflicted with rheumatism. 
She could only tellall her family and friends 
about hin! How simply this woman had 
taken for granted that Christ’s words to his 
first disciples are binding on every true dis- 
ciple to-day! ‘The missionary thought of all 
the confessors of Christ in the home churches; 
but she did not tell the Chinese woman that 
his words were not meant for everybody. 
Every one can go ‘into all the world’’ in 
the ministry of prayer, and can begin some 
work at home.—Amy C: Kellogg, Hartford, 
Conn. The prise for this week is awarded 
to this illustration, 


** Ought to Have Been Yours.”""—Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men (v.17). ‘*I ought to have 
been yours,’’ said a bright, happy girl to 
Miss Havergal. ‘* What do you mean?’’ 
was the reply. ‘* When I was seeking the 
Saviour, 1 put myself in your way several 
times, hoping that you would speak to me 
about this matter, but you did not speak to 
me, and another led me to the Saviour.’’ 
Miss Havergal never forgot that lesson.— 
C. L. Smith, Houghton, N. Y. From Joy- 
Jul News. 


**Do It Now.”"—And straightway (v. 18). 
A Sunday-school teacher asked her class 
what they thought was meant by the expres- 
sion in the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, 
**Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.’’ After several answers the teacher 
asked, ‘*How do you think our Father’s 
willis done in heaven?’’ A little girl 
quickly responded, ‘* It is done right away.”’ 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Getting Clear.—And straightway they 
left the nets, and followed him (v.18). Mrs. 
Howard ‘Taylor said in an address at a con- 
vention of Student Volunteers at Toronto: 
** My cry had always been, ‘O God, any- 
where in the world I will go for you, but 
not to China; don’t let it be China!’ But 
it was China, and for the first time in my 
life I left home, my mother and father, and 
sailed with other missionaries. But I was 
alone as far as my heart was concerned. 
There came a moment when we weighed 
anchor, and the great ship moved slowly 
over the Bay of Naples, the shores of Europe 
growing dim in the distance, I was stand- 
ing alone clasping to my heart the first home 
letters, —I cannot tell you of the waves that 
overwhelmed my svul. Just then a sailor 
on the prow of the ship called to the captain 
on the bridge, ‘ All is clear now, sir; all is 
clear.’ And the captain answered, ‘ Full 
steam ahead!’ The words rang through 
my heart, and I looked up into His face and 
said to him, ‘O Christ, all is clear now 
between my heart and thee; all is clear 
now!’ If you want to know something of 
the deeper joy of life you must go through a 
moment like that.’—Zdward B. Bagby, 
Fort Smith, Ark. 


Keeping Our Religion.— 4nd straight- 
way they left the nets, and followed him 
(v. 18). ‘* I’ve stole chickens,’’ testified 
the darkey, ‘‘and I’ve shot dice and told 
lies; but, bless the Lord, I’s kept my re- 
ligion in de heart!’? Many people ‘* fol- 
low’’ Jesus just this way. What are we 
holding on to while we think we have safely 
kept our religion in our heart ?—Adbert L. 
McRill, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Fisherman’s Talk.— And straightway they 
left the nets, and followed him (v. 18). 
When. a missionary in South Dakota had 
helped a boy mend his net, the lad said 
eagerly, ‘*‘ Where did you learn to do that 
work so fast? And every mesh so straight !’’ 
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**On the Maine coast. My father was a 
fisherman.’’ ‘There must be ‘lots of fun 
back there—fish so thick; I’ve read about 
the swordfish.’’ ‘ But the sharks tear our 
mackerel nets badly.’’ ‘* But that gave you 
more work to do.” ‘Right. The first 
money I ever put in the bank was earned by 
mending nets.’”” ‘* What made you leave all 
those things, and come out here where we 
don’t have anything but smallfish?’’ ‘* Be- 
cause a man came along when I was mend- 
ing a herring net for my father one day, and 
told how much churches were needed in the 
West.’’ ‘* You’re not the preacher over at 
Creston, that Jim Kogers told me so much 
about? I’ve been meaning to go and hear 
you. I’ll be there next Sunday,—and more 
kids, too. Say, I didn’t know men went 
with him now, just as Andrew and Peter did. 
‘That makes the Bible seem like a new book.’’ 
— The Rev. Charles N. Sinnett, Fayette, Iowa. 


What Catches the Fish.—Simon an- 
swered and said, Master, we toiled all night, 
and took nothing (Luke§:5). Ihavea friend 
in Scotland who is a fishing-tackle maker and 
an enthusiastic fisherman, and he told me 
once of losing his bait in a mysterious way, 
without catching anything. The explana- 
tion was that by some accident the barb had 
been broken from the hook. He said that 
this was exactly what happened when peo- 
ple preached the love of God to men, but 
left out of their gospel the essential truth that 
it is Christ on the cross in whom the love is 
revealed. In other words, the condemna- 
tion of our sins in Christ upon his cross is 
the barb on the hook. If you leave that out 
of your gospel your bait will be taken, but 
you will not catch men, You will not cre- 
ate in sinful human hearts that attitude to 
Christ which created the New ‘l'estament. 
You will not annihilate pride and make 


demption. —W. Hetherington, Plumstead, 
Eng. From Studies in Theology, by James 
Denny. 

“~ 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in’ Beyrout 


ASTING a net in the sea (v. 16). That 
is, along the northwest shore where 
the lake curves past Magdala toward 

Capernaum and the entrance of the Jordan. 
The fish are those of fresh water of the roach 
and perch type, the water being very soft 
and clear. Along this north and northwest 
shore are hot springs, raising the temperature 
of the water, and there the fish congregate 
in vast numbers. The two kinds of net, 
namely, for bank fishing and boat fishing, 
are still in use. The first is a circular net 
with small weights at the circumference. 
The net is folded over the arm of the fisher- 
man, and is cast out with a vigorous swing 
so as to fall flat and outstretched on the 
water. As the weights sink rapidly the flat 
circle takes on a bell shape (hence the name 
bell-net), and a quantity of fish may thus be 
enclosed. Bait is sometimes thrown in be- 
forehand to attract them to the desired spot. 
The fisherman, completely naked, or wear- 
ing a colored waist-cloth, dives down some 
eight or ten feet to the bottom, and with one 
long breath draws together the net at the 
leaded fringe, and reappears on the surface, 
and pulls the net to the bank, When two 
were working together one would dive while 
the other would cast and draw the net. The 
second is the drag-net, so called because 
while one end is attached to the shore or 
anchor in the lake, or to a companion boat, 
the other end is drawn out as far as the net 
and its attached rope can stretch, and is then 
dragged by the rowing boat so as to loop 
round to the starting-point. The net is 
kept upright by means of stone or lead 
weights attached to the under line, and by 
having gourds tied along the surface line. 
Were washing their nets (Luke § : 2). This 





| stuck at the side of the path. 


ful that had happened at that spot. On be- 
ing. asked they said that some fishermen in a 
boat had the. previous week caught such a 
multitude of fish in their net that they were 
scarcely able to hold up the weight in the 
water, to say nothing of hauling them aboard. 
They had to call for help to another boat 
lying off the village of Tiberias. 
ALEXANDRIA, Eoypt, 


o 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells 


HE Patu oF Lire.—Take—or make— 
a shallow wooden box, about three 
inches deep, and fill it with earth, 
packed firmly. ‘The box should be as large 
as you.can conveniently manage on your 
table or in your lap, Arrange it so as to 
represent a landscape, through which will 
wander ‘the Path of Life’’ where Christ 
walks, bidding all men, ‘* Follow me,’’ as 
he bade the first disciples. 

Trees and forests will be represented by 
twigs of evergreen. You will pile the earth 
up into hills and scoop it out into valleys. 
Broken bits of mirror will be set in the earth 
for lakes and rivers. The path may be 
drawn with a blunt stick, or marked with 
lime or white paint, or simply by being 
pressed down more than the rest of the 
earth. 

The names of the different sections of 
the path will be given on markers, which 
are little sticks bearing cardboard placards, 
**Decision Street,’’? etc. These will be 
A small paper 


| pennant mounted on a stick which will be 
Christ the Alpha and Omega in man’s re- | 





was necessary, both in order that the net | 


might not unnecessarily attract attention in 
the water, and because if weeds or frag- 


ments of fish were left in the meshes the | 


fermentation soon taking place in a warm 
climate would rot the threads, 

They beckoned unto their partners (v. 7). 
The writer was once in a hired boat passing 
from Tiberias to the head of the lake, When 


about the middle of the course, and at the | 


widest part of the lake, the Moslem fisher- 
men began talking about something wonder- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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stuck in the earth, and moved from place to 
place in the path as you proceed, may be 
labeled ‘* You.’’ 

As you come to each new section of the 
path you will ask the class to explain it. 
‘** Decision Street’’ is first—why ? Decision 
for what or whom? How is it made? What 
does it signify ? 

** Temptation Corner’’ is soon encoun- 
tered. What temptations meet the new 
Christian? Ridicule, failure, etc. 

Next he enters ‘* Prayer Street.’” Why 
must he go there ? What does he find there ? 

** Hill Difficulty ’’ comes next_on the path. 
What difficulties does it represent? The 
hard tasks that Christ sets the Christian, the 
time needed for real Christian work, and the 
money, and the courage. 

In. the same way you will conduct the 
Christian through ‘** Shadow Valley,’’ ‘* Dis- 
mal Woods,”’ ‘*Service Road,’’ ‘ Failure 
River’’ (over the ‘‘ Bridge of Help ’’), ** Vic- 
tory Avenue,’’ to the ** Castle of Happiness,’’ 
the last being made of gilt paper, and as 
elaborate as you please. 

This object lesson gives an opportunity 
for many earnest teachings, and your pupils 
can hardly go through it without having a 
better idea of what it means to follow Christ 
as his disciples. 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
.4 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


The stereographs, less than four in one order, 
are 20 cents each. ‘lhe first quarter's lessons 
call for thirteen stereographs; cost, $2.17. 
Forty-eight places are to be visited during 
1912, ‘lhe forty-eight stereographs cost $8, 
and if ordered at one time a_ cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case will be included free. Per- 
sons owning the ro1r stereographs need order 
only thirty-nine for 1912 ($6 50), or only nine 
for the first quarter ($1.50). Persons owning 
both 1910 and rgrz stereographs need order 
only twenty-nine for 1912 ($4.84), or only seven 
for the first quarter ($1.17). Stereoscope, 85 
cents. Orders should be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Co., 103t Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


OTICE the number 9 at the north end 
of the Sea of Galilee. If you stand 
at that spot looking southward over 

the space between those spreading lines, you 
see the same waters and hills that Jesus and 
the first disciples knew. At your feet a 
large fishing-net has been spread to dry,—a 
**seine,’’ such as Simon Peter used (Luke 
5.: 6, 7). Beyond the net a couple of boats 
are drawn up to the shore; probably like the 
ones owned by Peterand Zebedee, —strongly 
built to stand a great deal of knocking about 
in bad weather. Beyond the boats the lake 
waters lie shimmering and sparkling in the 
sun for miles ahead. The land that you see 
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at the left is part of ‘the country of the 
Gadarenes’’ (Luke 8: 26). The. ridge at 
the right is beyond Tiberias (John 6 : 23). 
Capernaum may have stood about three miles 
from here-on the western shore, between 





MAP PATERT NO. 656.569 BY 
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UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOR, — 


here and Tiberias. Many Bible’ scholars 
think that Bethsaida, the home town of Peter 
and his brother Andrew and Philip (John 
1:44), was right here at the place from 
which you are looking off. The first disci- 
ples were plain workingmen of much the 
same sort as the men you find here now. 

To see the place as if you were on the 
spot, use a stereograph entitled, ‘* Fishermen 
mending nets at Jordan’s entrance to north 
end of Sea of Galilee.’’ 


£ 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.”’ 

‘Who is on the Lord's side ?*’ 

‘*God calling yet ! shall I not hear ?”’ 

‘*Jesus, I my cross have taken." 

‘**O Jesus, I have promised."’ 

**'Take my life, and let it be."' 

‘***Come,’ said Jesus’ sacred voice."’ 

‘* My life, my love, I give to thee.”’ 

‘* All to Jesus I surrender."’ 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 95 : 6, 7 (192 : I, 2). 
Psalm 119 : 25-30 (245 : 1-3). 
Psalm 139 : 1-3, 6 (298 : 1-4). 
Psalm 106 : 1-4 (216: 1-4). 
Psalm 9 : 6-8 (14 : 2-4). 


> 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


we thank thee that thou art ever calling us to 
follow thee. May we not be caught in our own 
nets of selfish interest and thus hindered from 
answering thy call. Forgive us if we have 
halted reluctantly by the old ways of toil 
apart from thee, instead of straightway follow- 
ing thee to higher service. Forgive us if we 
have remained at the old task regretfully and 
complainingly when thou hast directed us to 
remain, but in the joy of thine approval and 
fellowship. O Master, may we never be apart 
from thee! Anywhere within thy will is the 
place of our heart's desire. In thy name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— What were Simon and 
Andrew doing when Jesus sawthem? What 
were James and John doing? Two of them 
casting their net ; two of them mending the 
nets, Fishermen, these four on the Sea 
of ? Jesus called these men to follow 
him, and each pair of them did so in a way 
that is described by one word in each case. 
What is that word? Straightway. No de- 
lay about it. No ifs and ands and buts. 
Immediately! Busy as these fishermen were 
(write Fishermen on the board, separating 
*‘men’’ from ‘fisher’? by quite a little 
space), they dropped everything then and 
there at Jesus’ call. But were they to cease 
fishing, do you think? What kind of fish- 
ing did Jesus say that he would teach Simon 
and Andrew to do? Yes, a higher kind of 
fishing than the business they were leaving. 
They were to be fishers of men (fill in the 
**s”’? and ‘‘of’’ in the space allowed). 























LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark 1: 14-28 ; 


From mere fishermen to fishers of men, who 
should gather in many unto life in Christ! 
Is that what Jesus’ call to you means to you, 
—a schooling in the art of winning others to 
him? May that be the meaning of it to each 
of us! 


PHILADELPHIA, 








| Department Helps 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus needs help- 
ers in his work. . 
Lesson: Story. —The first helpers of 
Jesus, and how Jesus helped a man. 

Memory Verse.—(Substituted for the lon 
Golden ‘lext.) Jesus said, ‘*‘ Follow me’ 
(Mark 2; 14%). ‘ 

Approach.—Mother told the children that 
they might play in the vacant lot until she 
called them.. She wanted them to come at 
once when she called, for she needed them 
to help shell the peas and stem the berries 
for dinner as soon as the grocer brought 
them. ‘They had a good time, and mother 
was pleased that they left their play and 
came right away when she called. They 
helped her cheerfully. 

When the captain says ‘* Forward ’’ to his 
soldiers, he expects every one to follow his 
command at once. Firemen, too, must 
always be ready to follow the signals of their 
leader as quickly as possible, 

Lesson Story. 





‘* If you listen, little children, 
I will tell a story true 
Of a loving little baby 
Who up to manhood grew ; 
All the little children loved him, 
And the grown-up people, too ; 
For he always helped ‘and blessed them 
In all the ways he knew.”’ 
(Song Stories for the Sunday School. Clayton F, 
Summy, Chicago. 15 cents.) 

When ‘the two cousins, John and Jesus, 
were men, théy preached the same message 
in different parts of the’country: “After Jesus 
was baptized and tempted he went back to 
Galilee, where he had lived asa boy. Then 
he removed to Capernaum by the sea. 

‘‘In a far, far away country 

Lies a. sea so bright and blue, 
Lying near the hills and mountains, 
Where Jesus to manhood grew."’ 


Many people heard him preach, ‘* Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven -is. at hand.” 
More helpers were needed to spread the 
good news. Iam sure that Jesus prayed to 
his Father in heaven, asking that he would 
show him just the right people to help him. 

One day, as Jesus walked along the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, he. watched two boats 
and the men working in them, From one 
boat two brothers, Peter and Andrew, were 
casting a net into the sea to catch fish, for 
that was their business. They had tried 
aH night, but caught nothing. Jesus saw 
how earnest and strong they were; he had 
known these men before ; so he said, ‘‘ Come 
after me and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Right away they left their nets and followed 
him, and became his true friends and helpers. 

In the other boat were two other brothers, 
James and John, with their father Zebedee. 
They were mending their torn nets, Jesus 
said, ‘*Followme.’’ ‘They left their father 
in the boat, and followed right away, as Peter 
and Andrew had done. ‘These men had 
been partners in the fishing business. 


** Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum ; 
Two pairs of brothers, who lived by the sea, 
Jesus said unto them, ‘Follow me.’ ”’ 


As these four helpers went about Galilee 
with their leader, Jesus, they heard him 
preach and teach, and saw him heal the sick. 

One Sabbath day they went to the Jewish 
synagogue (or church). It was Jesus’ habit 
to go. 
terested to hear him teach. While they 
were listening a man with an unclean (evil) 
spirit called out, ‘‘ What have we to do with 
thee, Jesus?’’ etc. Jesus felt sorry, and 
wanted to help the poor man, so he stopped 
teaching, and said to the unclean spirit, 
**lfold thy peace, and come out of him,” 
With a loud cry the unclean spirit came, and 
the man became quiet. Everybody was 
amazed, and asked one another, ‘‘ What is 
this? a new teaching? even the unclean 


The people were surprised and in- | 





Luke 5 : 1-12) 


| spirits obey him.” As they left the syna- 
gogue they told everywhere what had hap- 
pened during the service, and they spread 
the report round about all Galilee. 

The same Jesus who could send the un- 
clean spirit out of that poor man long ago 
can send a cross or unkind spirit away from 
the heart of any child to-day. 

After seeing such a wonderful thing, Peter 
and Andrew and James and John were more 
ready than ever to follow Jesus and be his 
helpers. 

Hand-work. — Draw some water and a 
boat or two, with lines to represent the fish- 
ermen. The younger children may write 
‘¢ Jesus said, Follow me.’’ The older ones 
may copy: 

** Jesus, I will follow thee, 
For I hear thee calling me ; 
Loving, trusting, glad I come 
To let thee lead me home.” 

Home-work,—Tell the story about Jesus’ 
first followers. Try to help parents in every 
way possible. 


CHICAGO, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 
To-Day A SOWER GOES FORTH TO Sow. 


HE familiar path to the field.—To visit 
famous battle-grounds is always inter- 
esting. This afternoon, girls, let us 

visit one together. It is a wilderness spot 
near the Jordan River in Judea. What 
battle which we studied last week was fought 
there? We recalled the temptation. Does 
to-day’s lesson follow this immediately ? 
Would it be likely that Jesus would call 
these men the first time he ever saw them? 
Or would they be likely to leave all to follow 
an unknown person? This led to an ex- 
planation of the year of obscurity. 

Jesus’ work had been along two general 
lines,—teaching and healing. To these he 
now adds a third. He calls special men to 
consecrate their lives to him. How did this 
plan succeed ? 

The Sowing.—The lesson story was dis- 
cussed under three topics : 

1, The Call Answered.—(a) straightway, 
(b) leaving’ nets ; the advantage and the in- 
dication of these ideas. 

2. The’ Men Who Were Called.—(As we 
saw them.) Their names, relationships, work, 
education, wealth, character. We noted 
that these men are not those one would have 
chosen for business partnership, perhaps, but 
in p&rthership with this King wealth and 
education are not essential. 

3. The One Who Called.—Who was it 
| that chose such men as helpers? We dis- 
| cussed Jesus’ (a) perception: what he saw 
in these men, (b) Purpose: to establish a 
training-school, (c) Payment. 

A Handful of Seeds.—Jesus did not reject 
the rich and educated; they rejected him. 
He who calls you has promised to share his 
reward with you. He who calls you away 
from your poor little net will reward you a 
hundredfold for that sacrifice. Couid any 
one join in a defer partnership? Straight- 
way indicated willingness, eagerness, and 
faith, Is there a better time than now to 
become a disciple ? 

Some Fruit We Hope to See.—The har- 
vest-field calls to you. Have you answered 
this call of Jesus? Where is the nearest 
harvest-field to you? Some of you are dis- 
ciples, but have you been fishermen ? Have 
you won another girl to Christ? Bring one 
to Sunday-school. That may be an oppor- 
| tunity. ‘This is the work for which he chose 
you, Will you not give your life to him 
straightway? Remember the relative value 
of character, culture, cash, according to 
Christ’s standard for helpers. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Mark 1: 14-20. What does this 
story help you to decide ? 

Read Mark 1: 21-28. What wonderful 

power to heal was shown in a synagogue? 
Read Mark 1: 29-45. Tell of Jesus’ morn- 
| ing, afternoon, and evening on one Sabbath 
| in Capernaum. 
| Read Matthew 4: 23-25. Give two reasons 
| why Jesus performed miracles of healing. 
| Read Luke 4: 38-44. What disadvantage 
| to Jesus’ work would too much healing have ? 
What more important work had he ? 

Read Luke § : 12-16. What temptation 
would this popularity through healing bring ? 
What effect did it have on Jesus? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Philip E. Howard 


FISHING lesson! What a time for 
- getting the boys beyond the point of de- 
siring salvation merely for themselves, 

to an eager desire for the saving of others ! 

To-day might easily mark the beginning 
of a ted ‘* fishers of men’’ among your 

ey may be enabled to do far more 
than you perhaps think is possible in winning 
other boys to Christ. I was privileged to 
work for some years with a group of boys in 
their early teens who definitely set about 
winning their boy friends to Christ and his 
church, and boy after boy came to the 
Saviour through their direct effort. We 
used to meet together to talk over that kind 
of fishing, and the characteristics of the fish 
that we were trying to catch. None of us 
can ever forget that group. 

A picture of fishing boats on the Sea of 
Galilee (see Visiting the Lesson Scenes, page 
106) would attract attention at the start, and 
give all a clear idea of the lesson surround- 
ings. Ask the boys what kind of fish they 
have caught, and what kind of bait they have 
used, and found the best. If you are a trout 
fisherman you will of course take a few flies 
to show the boys, and will describe the vari- 
ous occasions for their use. 

Ask the boys to tell just what Jesus meant 
when he said that he would make Simon and 
Andrew fishers of men. Ask them to tell 
some of the things they have noticed in what 
they know of Jesus that would draw men to 
him so strongly. Are there any of his quali- 
ties that we can have? Whichones? ‘Then 
can we, too, become fishers of other persons 
to draw them to Christ, by our words and 
doings? ‘*Take men alive” is one trans- 
lation of the Greek, as shown in the margin 
of reference Bibles, 

Would it not be a wonderful work for any 
of us to lead another boy to know and to 
love Christ? Let me tell you a little about 
the way to doit. 1. Let Christ be the Lord 
of your own life, controlling you in -every- 
thing. 2. See how he went at it, when he 
wanted to win any one. 3. Decide for your- 
self just why.a boy should follow Christ. 4. 
Do not find fault with any ove, but tell other 
boys plainly and frankly jn the simplest way 
just why you mean to follow Christ, and invite 
them to follow him, 5. Pray that Christ will 
tell you what to say to another boy in talking 
with him, and then speak out. 6. But be 
sure to get at it without delay, and. with all 
the earnestness and patience that you would 
put into any fishing,—only much more ! 

Fellow-teacher, we may.never again have 
such an opportunity as this to set our. boys 
at the glorious work of ‘‘ taking men alive.’’ 
Read for yourself the Gospel accounts of the 
calling of these first disciples; read, again, 
Mrs. Slosson’s story, ‘Fishin’ Jimmy ’’ 
(Scribners, 75 cents), Read Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbuli’s ‘‘Taking Men = Alive’’ 
(Association Press, New York. Paper, 40 
cents; cloth, 60 cents), and Wellington 
Wood’s ‘* Winning Men One by One ”’ (The 
Sunday School Times Co, Cloth, 50 cents). 
Brief books all of them, and intensely in- 
spiring. Then, in prayer, prepare to get 
those boys interested and at work in the 
biggest fishing that any of us can do, 

Have all your boys been ‘‘taken 
for Christ ? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

1. Count Ahe number of times the word 
‘*straightway’’ is used in the lessons for 
March 3 and March Io, 

2. What does this lesson of March Io tell 
of Jesus’ habits of prayer? 

3- Why do you suppose Jesus went out so 
early into a desert place to pray? 

4- All of us learn verses 40 and 41. 


% 
The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Choice of Capernaum as the Work- 
ing Center of His Ministry, and the 
Call of the Four Intimate Disciples 
to Follow Him (Mark 1 : 14-28; 
Matt. 4 : 13-22; Luke 4: 

31-37; 5 : I-21). 


alive ’’ 


ROM the Synoptists we get no clue to 
the movements of Jesus after the Temp- 
tation. The Fourth Gospel describes 

quite a long ministry in Judea. Mark 1 : 14 
and Matthew 4 : 12 imply an interval between 
the Temptation and the beginning of the 
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public ministry in Galilee, but do not fill it 
in, What good reason may be given for this 
omission ? 

The signal for the commencement of the 
Messianic work of Jesus in Galilee was the 
imprisonment of John the Baptist. Somehow 
that news came to Jesus as a ca!l to active 
service. His theme was that which John 
had proclaimed (comp. Matt. 4:17 with 
Matt. 3:2). Was there no difference be- 
tween their types of service ? 

Apparently one of the first acts of Jesus 
was strategic. What far-sightedness and 
keenness he possessed! He selected Ca- 

ernaum as the working center of his min- 
istry. Think of the reasons why this choice 
was a supremely good one. Capernaum was 
far superior to Nazareth, See, in regard to 
Capernaum, Kent’s ‘‘ Biblical Geography 
and History’’ (pp. 247-250), or °6. A. 
Smith’s “ Historical Geography’’ (p. 456). 
Its exact site to-day is in dispute, Perhaps, 
if we knew the spot, we would overvalue it. 

One of the most beautiful identifications of 
the Gospel of Matthew is the connection 
made between the going thus of Jesus to 
Capernaum and the striking prophecy in 
Isaiah concerning the light which was to 
dawn some day on the Galilean region left 
desolate by the ravages of war. The ap- 
ome of Jesus was the dawning of that 

ong-expected light. How appropriate and 
happy a fulfilment of the prophecy idea ! 

All three Gospels report a prompt sum- 
mons by Jesus of his four most intimate dis- 
ciples to service with him. 

The ready acquiescence of the four would 
be rather strange, if unexplained, The 
Fourth Gospel supplies the clue with its 
story of their previous companionship with 
Jesus. Think over the importance of that 
moment when the Master gave thé invita- 
tion. Think of the qualities suggested and 
the methods and aims implied by the figure 
employed by Jesus. How appealingly and 
compellingly it expressed his invitation to 
earnest service ! 

The special summons of Peter, as de- 
scribed by Luke, deserves close study, Read 
it carefully as a narrative. Note its sugges- 
tiveness,—a whole story condensed into a 
few phrases, What a revelation it gives of 
Simon, the blunt, aggressive, good-hearted 
fisherman. That he could obey a command 
of Jesus in which he probably had no confi- 
dence speaks volumes for him, no less than 
his sudden and sweeping experience of a 
lack of holiness, of a rush of reverence and 
consecration, Peter was a recruit of great 
promise. 

‘*Shoals of human fish were in Caper- 
naum,’’ and the little group went right to 
work, In what two ways was the command- 
ing personality of Jesus impressed upon men 
that evening ? 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











Have you used Dr, Stone’s daily readings 
in your own home worship? If so, the 
Editor of the Times will appreciate a line 
from you telling just how you use these. 


February 26 to March 3 


Mon.—Mark 1: 14-28. Call of the First Discipies, 

The Master called his first disciples from 
the ranks of busy bread-winners, They did 
not hesitate, but immediately followed. Sur- 
prise accompanied obedience, but did not 
hinder it. Busy men gain, hear, and heed 
God’s call; he is not looking for idle men, 
but for net-casters and net-menders. 

Our divine Leader, we thank thee for the 
blessing of common tasks and daily duties. 
We thank thee that as thou walkest by life’s 
sea thou dost notice men at their humble 
tasks. Whether ours be thework of hauling 
or mending the net, may we so work that 
thou canst call us to be thy disciples. Amen, 


Tues.—Luke §:1-11. The Call of Peter. 

Peter was a man with a big, frank heart, 
He felt and he spoke. Rough, masterful, 
responsive, he gave himself as freely as he 
spent himself. At this miracle of the Mas- 
ter he declared his guilt, and then forsook 
all and followed Christ. Men like Peter 
drive out unreality and establish the genuine. 


O Lord, our Leader, thou hast inspired 





us by the life-call of humble fishermen, 
faithfully doing their duty. Give to us 
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character to Ye before thee in our very 
weakness, and then follow thee with sacri- 
fice.and completeness. Make us all fishers 
of men, for thy sake, Amen, 


Wed.—Luke 5: 27-32. The Call of Levi. 

Levi, whom we usually call Matthew, was 
the last man a Pharisee would have noticed, 
or chosen for a disciple. His business was 
looked down upon, but Christ saw beyond 
the employment and chose the man. The 
Church of Christ needs re-enforcement from 
the ranks without, and the genuine call to 
service means response, 


Our Father, we are grateful that thou art 
impartial in thy selection of disciples.’ That 
thou dost see in man what he may become, 
instead of passing him by unnoticed in his 
present state, May thy call to-day lead to 
immediate surrender many who coutrol the 
affairs of life. Amen, 


Thurs.—Acts 4: 1-12. Peter's Boldness. 

A soul aflame with a living truth and 
glowing with a loyal Jove cannot be silenced 
by threats or charges. ‘These anxious com- 
plainers fanned the flame. Peter was glad 
of this very chance to preach the vital truth. 
His fearless utterance convicted sinners, 
terrified critics, and glorified God. 


Give to thy teachers and preachers, O God, 
the holy boldness of this man of old. May 
thy truth so control their hearts and mine's 
that the listening multitudes may turn te 
thee. May this name that is the only saving 
name under heaven be magnified, and may 
all men glorify God for that which is done. 
Amen. 


Fri.—1 Tim. 6: 11-19, Faithfulness of a Disciple. 

The fight of faith has its hour of retreat as 
well as its time of advance. The man of 
God must be as fleet to escape evil as he is 
alert to attain good. Many a Christian has 
successfully fought for truth who has fallen 
through failure to escape. Flight and fight 
go together, 


Our God, infinite and unconquerable, 
may we honor thee by fearless loyalty to truth, 
and fearful departure from evil. Save us 
from the subtle sin of covetousness. May we 
lay hold on eternal life and values.. May 
we spend our lives in attaining instead of 
losing them in obtaining. In Christ’s name. 
Amen, 


Sat.—Matt. 19: 23-30. The Reward. 

‘There is a distinction between a rich man 
and a man who is rich, The small door in 
the great gate of the walled city was called: 
**the needle’s eye.’? A camel could not 
scramble through unless entirely unloaded. 
Following Christ means self sacrifice, but it 
also means entrance, and the reward of eter- 
nal inheritance. 


Grant, our loving God, that we may be 
willing to sacrifice for thee. May no pos- 
sessions of ours become debarring burdens to 
keep us from spiritual entrance. We thank 
thee that some of the humble-last here witli 
be the exalted first-there. May we be witl- 
ing to forsake all for thee. In Christ's 
name. Amen, 


Sun.—Eph. 4: 1-13. Fidelity to Call. 

Io not some of us lack fidelity because we 
try to do another’s task? Versatility is the 
frequent enemy of faithfulness, Perhaps 
‘vain ambition or overdrawn conscience ”’ 
prompts unwarranted service. The measure 
of Christ’s stature is an attainment through 
the unity of faithful workers. Each to his 
own task, with co-operative encouragement, 
** forbearing one another in love.’’ 


Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, we thank thee that thou hast planned 
and fulfilled with the unity of thy Triune 
Being. We thank thee for the fatherhood 
that gave the sonship that saved and the 
spiritual guidance that leads, May we, 
each faithful to his own task, keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Amen, 


b 4 


Mr. Howard has published, under the title | 
*“*A Prayer Before the Lesson,’’ nearly cue | 


hundred and fifty of the brief prayers that 
have appeared in The Sunday School Times 
tn his weekly article for superintendents. 
Not only superintendents, but teachers as 
well, have used these devotional utterances 
before the lesson study. From The Sunday 
School Times Company; 50 cents, postpaid. 
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f The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March 3, 1912 
The Christian Virtues. III: Patience 
(2 Thess. 3: 1-5. Consecration 
Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—Patience produced (Jas. 1 : 1-4). 
‘TUES.—Patient in oppression (Jas. 5: 1-7). 
WED.—The great example (1 Pet. 2 : 19-25). 
THURS. —The great need (Heb. 10 : 32-39). 
FRI.—Waiting for God (Psa. 62 : 1-8). 
Sar.—Abraham's patience (Heb. 6 : 11-20). 











What is patience ? 
How may patience be cultivated ? 
What can patience accomplish ? 


ATIENCE is not a weak virtue. It is 
Pp not the quality of character which 
those possess who have no spirit, and 

who numbly and passively bear anything 
put upon them. They are like the peace- 
makers blessed in the Beatitudes, of whom 
Dr. Jowett says: ‘Let us not begin with 
any mistaken assumption that these peace- 
makers are weak people, without vision, 
without conviction, without strength. ... 
I would remind you that these Beatitudes 
| Must be taken in their wholeness, and that 
every one of them requires the strength and 
presence of every other. The Beatitudes do 
not describe different types of characters : 
they describe varied characteristics of the 
same character. And therefore the peace- 
makers have all the energies and experiences 
of the blessed life. They ‘see God.’ They 
mourn for sin. They have the fortitude 
which can encounter storms of persecution 
‘ for righteousness’ sake.’ ‘They are strong 
enough to rejoice when they are reproached 
and maligned for Christ’s sake, and they 





hear the coming shout of victory in the 
cloudy day of apparent defeat. These are 
the scriptural ‘ peacemakers,’ not soft weak- 
lings, but the sons and daughters of power 
and vision, children of chivalry, hating the 
wrong, while yearning and striving for the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God,’’ 
These are the patient ones. 

How strong and resolute patience is may 
be seen from a study of those New ‘Testa- 
ment verses in which the word ‘‘ patience ’’ 
in the King James Version is rendered 
‘* stedfastness’’ in the American Standard 
Revised Version, either in the text or in the 
margin: Romans § : 3, 43; 15:4, 5; Col. 
1:33; 2 Thess. 1:4; Titus 2:2; Heb. 
12:1; James 1: 3,4; 2 Peter 1:6; Rev. 
=:9; 14:12. Stedfastness is not a tame 
and tepid quality, It demands courage and 
perseverance, the ability to bear much and 
say nothing. It is a rugged, silent, indom- 





itable power. 

Whoever wins the battle against impa- 
uence and petulance and irritation and criti- 
| cism and self-will has won the greatest of all 
battles, the victory that includes all others: 


‘ A tone of pride or petulance repressed, 
A selfish inclination firmly fought, 
A shadow of annoyance set at naught, 
A measure of disquietude suppressed : 
A peace in-importunity possessed, 
A reconcilement generously sought, 
A purpose py aside—a banished thought, 
A word of self-explaining unexpressed : 
Trifles they seem, these petty soul-restraints, 
Yet he who proves them so must needs pos- 
sess 
A constancy and courage 
They. are the trifles that 
saints; _ 

Give me to practice them in humbleness, 

And nobler power than mine doth no man 
hold." 

Impatience is probably the most easily 
besetting sin of mostof us. We scold when 
| things do not go our way or when our whim 
or judgment is crossed. Count the times 

between the time when you read this and 
the hour of the meeting that you have been 


rand and bold. 
nave made the 





have felt vexed or irritated, and then make 
confession in the meeting, and cut down the 
number during the following week. 

There is nothing that develops Christlike- 
ness as rapidly, as surely, as silently, as 
patience. Mabel Earle has put this in a 
beautiful sonnet : 





‘** One prayed in vain to paint the vision blest 
‘That shone upon his heart by night and day, 


impatient, have spoken roughly or hastily, or | 


But homely duties in his dwellin 

And hungry hands that wou 
away. 

The canvas never knew the pictured face, 
But year by year while yet the vision shone 

An angel, near him, wondering, bent to trace 
On his own face the Master's image grown 

And unto men made known.’ 


Is there anything more wonderful in the 
world than the patience with which God has 
loved and borne with us ? 

And what do we learn of the patience of 
Christ from the hymn which begins, ‘*O 
Jesus, thou art standing ’’? 

Which of all our presidents has history 
singled out as the manof patience? All the 
pictures and statues which we have of him 
show us clearly the great spirit of patience 
and humility and kindness on his face and 
in his bowed form, 

But above all men we see the patient 
Christ : 


ressed, 
not turn 


‘*The best of men 
That ere wore earth about him was a sufferer, 
A soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil spirit, 
The first true gentleman that ever breathed."’ 


And no weak man, but the strong Son of 
God, the Lord of Hosts, the Captain of Bat- 
tles, the King of Glory. 
te 
The question is not, are we weak enough 
to be patient? but, are we strong enough to 
dare to try ? 





Ask Marion Lawrance 





——y 


ONTARIO.—How can we get our pastors in- 
terested enough to come te conventions ?— 
H, G. C. 

Y making the conventions interesting 
enough to help them. Have your pas- 
tors in mind in framing your program, 

Have a Pastors’ Conference led by a pastor 
who is deeply interested in his own Sunday- 
school, and in Sunday-school work generally. 
Have the programs .printed at least a month 
in advance of the convention, and send 
marked copies to all the pastors in the neigh- 
borhood. If possible, write them personal 
letters, urging them to come. If you are a 
superintendent, seé that the program is put 
into the hands of your own pastor, and that 
he is invited to attend the convention. Pas- 
tors, as a rule, are busy men; and yet I 
have usually found them willing to go to any 
convention where they were confident that 
they would be helped. On the other hand, 
there are pastors, as there are superintend- 
ents, who do not realize what they are miss- 
ing by staying away from Sunday-school con- 
ventions, I think oftentimes we find too 
much fault with our pastors. The better way 
is to commend those who come rather than 
to scold those who do attend because so few 
pastors are present. Make the convention 
worth their while, and let them know about 
it in time to plan for it, and they will be 
there, 





ARIZONA.—Who is the highest authority in 
the Sunday-school,—the pastor or the superin- 
tendent ?—W. E. B. 

DO not know the circumstances which 
prompted this question, but on general 
principles I should say that when the con- 

ditions are right in a church, such a question 
will never be raised. The question of author- 
ity is the last one to appeal to in Sunday-school 
work, and it will never be appealed to where 
pastor and superintendent love each other as 
they should, ‘‘in honor preferring one an- 
other,”’ 

The pastor and superintendent should con- 





drive tandem. They should be side by side, 
| shoulder to shoulder, heart to heart. If 
authority must be exercised, it rests in the 
church. The pastor represents that authority 
| generally, and especially in some features of 
| the church work. The superintendent, in no 
| less a degree, represents the church author- 
| ityin the particular line of work he has been 
| elected to do. He is elected by the church 


Sunday-school. The executive administra- 
tion of the Sunday-school, however, is in 
the’ superintendent’s hands, by voice of the 


jealous of his authority that he loses sight of 
the true spirit of service, without which there 
can be no success. 





stitute a double team, but they ought not to | 





| 


itself, or should be, and is responsible to the | line I have indicated. 
church, though the pastor is the pastor of all | word, it means to live in their atmosphere, 
the services of the church, including the | think their thoughts, and know their wishes, 


| 





FEBRUARY 17, I912 


VERMONT. —What are the best relations of 
. yo eee te the Sunday-school? — 


HE masculine element is coming to its 
own in church and Sunday-school 
work, and it is well that it is so, ‘The 

organization of the various denominational 
Brotherhoods is an expression of this, and is, 
in a way, a rebuke to the church for not 
having given adequate attention to the work 
among meni, 

The Brotherhoods are doing a great work 
in the line of enlisting the men of the 
various denominations in the carrying out 
of a larger program than has ever be- 
fore been undertaken. When the men 
of a denomination band together to lift the 
aggregate missionary offerings to a worthy 
figure, only good results can follow. Through 
the Brotherhoads, likewise, the church be- 
comes more and more interested in civic 
righteousness, and much good is accom- 
plished. An organized class, as such, may 
become an integral part of the Brotherhood, 
and, while doing its work effectively in a 
local church, can at the same time throw its 
influence with the Brotherhood for its de- 
nomination-wide undertakings. 

The best way the local Brotherhood can 
help the Sunday-school is to become an or- 
ganized class or classes in that school, help- 
ing the school to carry out its general policy 
and at the same time maintaining its own 
identity as a Brotherhood. . Indeed, it 1s 
doubtful if Brotherhoods can undertake any- 
thing of a local nature that is more important 
than thus entering into the life of the Sunday} 
school of their own church, giving it vigor, 
dignity, and effectiveness. 





NEW JERSEY.—I find that with all-my care 
in studying the Sunday-school lessons, in try- 
ing to teach my class I fail to interest them 
sufficiently to recall the lesson on the following 
Sunday. The members of the class do not 
study the lesson at home, and they do con- 
siderable talking during the class session. 
‘They are too old to rebuke, ranging from 
about sixteen to thirty years. They are pleas- 
ant boys, and I feel much interested in teach- 
ing them. I think perhaps it might be 
better if they had a-man.teacher, but there is 
no one available. I would be glad to know 
what to do to interest them and keep them 
from conversing in class. 1 pray daily fora 
blessing upon God's Word, and that I may be 
fitted for this work. I do not want to resign 
the class, for I want to do something for the 
Master. What would you advise ?—X. Y. Z. 

HAT you say about your boys leads 
me to suspect that you are really 
accomplishing more with them than 

you intimate. Do not imagine for a moment 
that because they are somewhat inattentive 
and do not remember the lessons of the 
previous week, they are not getting any- 
thing, and that your work with them is a 
failure. 

I suggest that, without studying the les- 
sons any less, you study your boys a little 
more, and try to familiarize yourself with 
their individual peculiarities. If possible, 
enter a little more into their daily experi- 
ences and life. Make yourself invaluable 
to them as a friend and counselor and sym- 
pathizer. Learn about their home life, so 
far as possible, and talk with them individu 
ally about the things:in which they are par- 
ticularly interested. 

Procure a teachers’ magazine devoted to 
boys. It would be a good idea also, I think, 
to organize your class, if it is not already or- 
ganized. Send to the office of your State 
Sunday School Association, 835 Broad Street, 
Newark, N. J., for the leaflet on Bible Class 
Organization. ot Bra 

Some of your difficulty may arise from 
the fact that your class is:- not properly 
graded. Sixteen- and thirty-year-old boys 
and men ought not to be in the same class. 
If all the scholars who are from sixteen to 
nineteen in¢lusive could. be put. .into one 
class, and the remainder in another class, 
there would doubtless be less difficulty. 
There ought to be no trouble. whatever with 
a class of young men over twenty years of 


| age in the matter of discipline and behavior. 


Your success, I think, will lie along the 
To put it in a 


as well as their needs. This will probably 
enable you to hold their attention. 
The fact that you like the boys and they 


church. It is an: unfortunate condition when | apparently like you gives you a strong hold 
anybody in office in- Christian work is so | upon them, and no doubt you will yet be 


led to rejoice because of results for good 
which do not now appear. Do- not be 
discouraged, 


See een 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark 1: 14-28; Luke 5: 1-11) 


Helps 

on the 
Life of 
Christ 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 
By S. W. Pratt, D.D. 


Although the lessons are taken 
from the Synoptic Gospels, and 
the discussion of the doctrine is 
here based primarily upon John’s 
Gospel, this little book is full of 
important and interesting matter 
bearing upon the records of 
Christ's life found in all four 
Gospels. (50 cents net.) 


The Apostles 
as Everyday Men 
By Pres. R. E. Thompson, S.T.D. 


‘« Two by two"’ we see these six 
pairs of apostles, presented in 
brilliant studies, drawn with subtle 
appreciation of the strength and 
weakness of each character. (50 
cents net.) 


Medical Men 

in the Time of Christ 
By Dr. Robert N. Willson, Jr. 
This popular work, by a Christian 
physician, not only reviews’ early 
medical history, but especially 
brings to the front Luke, phy- 
sician and Gospel writer, and 
Jesus, Master Physician. (//us- 
trated. $1.00 net.) 


Outline Harmony 

of the Gospels 
By Prof. M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
Only an eight-page pamphlet, but 
packed full—showing in parallel 
columns events, places, dates, 
etc., of all the Gospels. (On 
fine paper, 10 cents, with stiff 
covers, 25 cents net.) 


A Chart of 

Christ’s Journeyings 
By C. E. Arnold, A.M, 
On map paper, 9x19 inches, 
folded within stiff covers, 34x64 
inches. Four clear outline jour- 
ney maps, showing the various 
periods of Jesus’ ministry, with 
the events, and the location of 
the Scripture passages in parallel 
columns. (20 cents.) 


Light and Shade 
Relief Map of Palestine 


By George May Powell 

. A beautifully printed flat map, 
which has the effect of a raised 
map, showing elevations and de- 
pressions, with a simple key sys- 
tem for locating important places. 
(Wall size, over all, 50% X37 
inches, $2.50. Smaller map, 
18X23 inches, 25 cents.) 
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that are troubling the wives or mothers 


Question.—In our village are a dozen young 
men eighteen to twenty-five years of age who 
have banded together and built a very modest 
club-house, — a shanty where by resolution 
there is to be no gambling, drinking, or swear- 
ing. ‘These same boys grew up in our Sunday- 
po AH but got too +4 & attend regularly in 
spite of efforts to hold them by organized class 
methods. I propose to approach them with a 
proposition or plan for Bible study in their 
club-house every Sunday at a suitable hour, 
under the leadership of a man they like,—an 
elder in our church (Presbyterian), It must 
be a man’s study and not a discussion of plati- 
tudes. Will you kindly suggest a line of work 
that would interest and help these young men, 
who are of good habits, a few of ‘them church- 
members, and all now subject to the question- 
able influence too often in the atmosphere of a 
“*shanty "’ ? 


HIS is a choice group to enlist in Bible 
study and the study of missions. ‘* The 
Principles of Jesus and Their Applica- 

tion to the Life and Problems of Our Own 
Day,’’ ‘‘‘the Character of Christ,’ ‘* The 
Leaders of Israel,’’ ‘‘ How Christianity Be- 
gan and Spread and Conquered the World,”’ 
are afew subjects in Bible study, the last | 
one running into church history, which 
would interest these young men. ‘They are 
just of the age to be attracted by a study of 
missionary heroism. Walsh’s ‘* Modern 
Heroes of the Mission Field ’’ (Whittaker. 
$1) might give you the material you need. 
On the side of Home Missions and the needs 
of their own community, Wilson’s ‘‘ The 
Church of the Open Country ’’ (Missionary 
Education Movement; paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
50 cents) ought to bea fine line of study. This 
would have the advantage also of leading 
them to see work about them waiting to be 
done and needing them todo it. It would 
be good to get théem’to undertake some 
definite piece of service for the town. 
Let them study the community and decide 
what ought to be done in it and what they 
can do, 





Question.—The matter of systematic giving 
is perplexing me just now. Do you think it is 
a Christian's duty to give one-tenth of his in- 
come to religious and charitable causes? I 
have always had that idea, and when my salary 
was last increased I started to give my tenth. 
That was some time ago, and I have rather en- 
joyed doing it, but I find it is going to cramp 
me a little financially before the year is out, as 
I have had some unusual expenses of late. 

One whose opinion and moral judgment I 
esteem very highly told me that she thought 
the tenth was quite unnecessary ; that the idea 
pF ge the tenth was soerens according to 
Old Testament dispensation. Is thatso? Is 
that last statement true? And if so, how much 
of the Old Testament dispensation does not 
apply now? If we begin cutting out bits here 
and there, how are we to know when to stop? 

If we are to give a tenth of our annual in- 
come, may we deduct taxes and such expenses 
before taking our tenth, and still be right ? 


HESE problems have been very fully 
treated in The Sunday School Times 
in the department of Notes on Open 

Letters, in the issues of December 9, 1911, 
and November 10, 1910. Have you access toa 
file of The Sunday School Times in which 
you could read these notes ? 
Don’t mind the cramping. That is better 
than skimping your gifts. God will enlarge 
ur life, even if you do have to cramp your 
wing. ‘The New Dispensation is indeed 
better than the Old. What was given in 
that time was not meant at all to limit what 
we give now, and as certainly we ought to 
be ashamed now to fall below the ancient 
ideals. No, taxes are. not a legitimate part 
of our tithe. We are to pay to Cesar all 
that is Czesar’s, and to God all that is God’s. 
Our tithe is to be reckoned on the basis of 
our whole income, not on what we have left 
after making deductions for taxes and other 
expenses. There is nothing legalistic in the 
Christian’s adoption of the tithing principle, 
any more than in his special observance of the 





A Man’s Questions ,p, 


Problems in life and conduct that confront men, young or older, or problems 





Sabbath. It is just a sure way of holding 









Discussed by 
bert E. Speer 


——— 





————————<_ 


or sisters of men as they seek light 


and help for those who are dear to them, will be considered in this depart- 

ment. Such questions may be addressed to Mr. Speer in care of The Sun- 

day School Times. Questions in the field of Bible study and Sunday-school 
work are treated in other departments of the paper. | 


life up to its privileges, and not letting it 
drop out at the bottom. 





Question.—Should an almost unanimous call 
from my Sunday-school to be the superinten- 
dent (I am now second assistant superintendent) 
be construed as meaning that God wishes it? 
If it does, | will accept despite my unwilling- 
ness; for | want to do God's will. I am un- 
decided whether to accept or not, because I 
am entering into business which will require 
much of my time for Sunday-school work, and 
may make it impossible for me to be there 
every Sunday. I love the work and my school, 
and am willing to sacrifice to take up the work, 
if I can feel my Master calls, although my wife 
objects on the ground that I am already work- 
ing too hard, which my physician also said. 


UST as truly as God asks of us a special 
part of our income, in addition to our 
recognition of his ownership of it all, 

and of our duty to use it all as a trust, so 
truly does he ask of us some definite portion 
of our time in addition to our recognition 
that we ourselves and all the time that we 
have are his, This Sunday-school superin- 
tendency would seem to be a rare oppor- 
tunity. The very engrossing character of 
the new business would seem to need to be 
counterbalanced by some definite religious 
responsibility. The hard work involved 
will do no harm if there is no worry, if the 
laws of health as to sleep and food and exer- 
cise are observed, and if the business con- 
templated is a business in which God is 
claimed in partnership to bear all burdens, 
to share all problems and successes, and to 
guide by his principles.and Spirit. 





Question.—1. ‘The assured income from my 
business is not sufficient to meet my ordinary 
needs, though possibilities of large earnings are 
being constantly présented. Many of my 
Christian friends say that I have no right under 
the circumstances to take aay time durin 
business hours for religious work. Such wouk 
is being pressed on me by other Christian 
friends whose personal experience in Christ is 
much deeper, I should say, than that of the 
others. I am the sole owner of my business, 
but am backed financially by one of my friends, 
who objects to my continuing the sort of work 
I have mentioned. Am I right in continuing 
to give a part of my time, say an average of 
one hour a day, to such work ? 

2. I have a business friend who has in the 
course of his life done everything that is openly 
immoral, and is now thoroughly wedded to his 
world of pleasure and license, though having 
abandoned most of his excesses. I have been 
regularly praying for him for almost a year, 
and have at times earnestly sought to turn the 
conversation so that a little opening might be 
made to make an earnest appeal for his accept- 
ance of Christ, but it has not come. Do you 
think I should make such an opportunity by 
taking him into my office and closing the door 
and presenting the Saviour to him, or should I 
continue in prayer, that, when the right time 
comes, God would make it very plain through 
the circumstances that this was Ais time to 
speak? I have meanwhile cultivated his friend- 
ship, and there is a distinct bond of business 
and personal friendship between us. 


LEASE note the answer to the question 

above. Surely anaverage of one hour 

a day is a small enough fraction to 

give to definite religious work. You can 

uo that, and still have all the time left that 
any man ought to give to his business. 

2. Read Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s ‘ Indi- 
vidual Work for Individuals ’’ (Association 
Press, 50 cents), and C, G. Trumbull’s 
‘* Taking Men Alive’? (Association Press, 
60 cents), and John Timothy Stone’s * Re- 
cruiting for Christ’? (Revell. $1). No 
matter how long you wait for just the right 
time, the evil one will be there to suggest 
waiting a little longer, If you will read 
these books, or any one of them, you will 
be far better able to see and to seize the 
right hour, which cannot be very far away. 
You will find when you do speak that the 
way is readier than you had supposed. And, 
after all, it is genuine love that counts, 
rather than fine calculations of strategic 
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MEN AND MISSIONS 


By William T. Ellis 


The American newspaper man who made a world-tour 
independent missionary observation 


of 


Rev. W. R. Lambuth, M.D., D.D., Secretary 
Board of Foreign Missions, M. E. Church, 
South, Nashville, Tenn., in the Methodist 
Quarterly Review. 

The twenty chapters throb with human inter- 
est. They cannot fail to stir the blood when 
the heart beats in sympathy with the man in the 
underworld who has not had a chance. . . . He 
makes us wince at times, when he probes into 
some sore spot, but it is all so good-natured 
and with such a sincere desire to be of help 
that, whether missionary or Board Secretary, 
we must appreciate the brotherliness of it as 
well as the manliness of it. ... Mr. Ellis has 
wiped out the line between the secular and the 
religious. We thank him for it. 


Miss N. B. Gaines, Principal, Hiroshama 
Girls’ School of the Southern Methodist 
Church, Hiroshama, Japan. 

Thére is not a dull page in the book. It 
made me feel more deeply the grandeur of 
missions. 


Wesleyan Christian Advocate. 

For grasp of his subject, wide and accurate 
information gained at first hand, virile, sparkling 
and spicy style, this book is noticeable. 


United Presbyterian, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A. W. Halsey, D.D., Secretary Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


The author of this volume, Mr. William T. Ellis, is a 
newspaper man. This book is the result of a tour of obser- 
vation in mission lands made by Mr. Ellis, and is precisely 
what it claims to be, a setting forth of cogent and sufficient 
reasons why men should be interested in missions. The 
volume is fuli of facts calculated to awaken and intensify 
interest in missions on the part of men. 

Mr. Ellis went to the mission field with an open mind. 
He saw things as they were. He did not hesitate to use the 
trenchant pen of criticism when in his judgment this was 
required. He went also with a sympathetic heart. He was 
no mere globe trotter. He went with a distinct purpose. He 
interviewed all classes and conditions of men. The shallow 
criticisms of missions made by men who knew little or noth- 
ing of the subject he swept away without-a moment’s hesita- 
tion. The good qualities of the missionary and his work he 
was quick to detect. He did not, however, put the missionary 
on a pedestal. He looked upon him as a man with human 
infirmities. He was equally quick to detect the fine qualities 
of mind and heart which often shine so conspicuously in 
these “soldiers of the cross.” 

Mr. Ellis had an observant eye, a hearing ear, an open 
mind and a responsive heart. He has condensed in this 
volume his observations, interviews, criticisms and sugges- 
tions of things missionary. We commend it most heartily, 
especially to men and to those having charge of men’s or- 
ganizations and to’ pastors who wish to arouse the men of 
their church to some conception of the world-wide character 


The Rev. James S. Dennis, D.D., New York: 


I am greatly impressed with its timeliness 
and with the effective way in which you present 
the subject of missions to the men of our day. 
You were sent around the world on a mission 
larger and more incisive than perhaps you 
realized at the time, and you came back to us 
with stored-up impressions, and a capacity for 
putting them in an interesting and attractive 
way before the lay mind of the Church, just at a 
time when they were ready to listen to a trained 
observer with a large and interesting budget of 
fresh thoughts on missions, both for the plat- 
form and the press. I regard your service in 
this respect as a very interesting illustration of 
God’s choice of a man for a special purpose, 
and the realization of that purpose $0 admirably 
and effectively. 


The Rev. W. E. Barton, D.D. 


This is a man’s book, for men, It is big and 
virile, the broad-shouldered, masculine product 
of a real man. The wide and general reading 
of this book by American laymen would mark 
the dawn of a new epoch, not merely in the 
actual work of foreign missions, but in popular 
estimation of the world-problem of the Church 
of Christ, 


John R. Mott, LL.D., F.R.G.S., General 


Best in this, that it is a general broad view of 
foreign missions, written not from the inside 
view of the missionary, but of one who travels 


of the missionary movement. 


Secretary World’s.. Christian . Student 
Federation, 








on his own responsibility, whose object is a 
candid study from the point of sympathy and 
whose visits cover a very large part of the Oriental 
field. 


The Christian Advocate, New York, N. Y. 

A layman who is called on to speak on missions will 
find here a multitude of suggestions and illustrations, 
while the charts and other matter in the appendix on 
‘* How to Interest Men ”’ are a real campaign arsenal. 


The Christian Endeavor World, Boston, Mass. 

This is one of the best books to put into the hands 
of hard-headed people that. do not see much good in 
missions. They will not fall asleep over it, and it will 
convince them, if anything will, of the value of mis- 
sionary work, 


The Alabama Baptist, Birmingham, Alabama. 

** Men and Missions ’’ is the only book that explains 
and embodies the genius of the present remarkable 
arousal of the laymen in the churches to the solution 
of the missionary world-problem. 


The Cumberland Presbyterian, Nashville, Tenn. 
There is nothing better to awaken the intelligent 


layman’s interest in missions on the human side than 
this very book. 


The Lutheran Observer, Philadelphia, Pa. 
It is the most practical, sane, discriminating, help- 
ful book on missions that we have seen, 


The Watchman, Boston, Mass. _ 

It is the most direct, telling, attractive and con- 
vincing treatment of Christian missions, It kindles 
the imagination and stirs the blood. 


Lieut.-Colonel E, W. Halford, Vice-Chairman Lay- 
men’s Missionary Movement, Methodist Episcopal 
Church, 

The book is a vital and helpful contribution to the 
literature so prodigally preparing for the use of men, 
who are coming into actual touch with the foreign 
missionary problem and propaganda, The chapter on 
the awakened and changed world is a masterful, digni- 
fied, and comprehensive survey of conditions that ad- 
dress specially intelligent business men, and all others 
with world-vision and world-interest. 


Prof. William G. Seiple, Ph.D., Sendai, Japan. 

We have enjoyed its refreshing candor, and feel 
sure -that it will go far to getting the men of our 
churches to understand the missionary and his work 
far better than they have in the past. 


‘* Men and Missions ’’ is an exceedingly timely 
book. It illustrates and emphasizes qne of the 
most hopeful and characteristic aspects of the mod- 
ern missionary awakening—the marked recognition 
on the part of laymen of their unique responsibility 
to promote the world-wide extension of Christ’s 
Kingdom. 


The Rev. S. M. Zwemer, F.R.G.S., D.D., of 
Arabia. 

There is not the least doubt that this will prove she 
missionary book of the year. It comes at the right 
moment, is written by the right man and has the right 
message, Itis the Christian soldier’s manual of tactics, 
bound in khaki cloth, and to be carried in the knap- 
sack in the campaign for world conquest. 


The Rev. George Heber Jones, D.D., Seoul, Korea, 
The Korea Mission of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, 

It constitutes a notable contribution to the presenta 
tion of foreign missions of to-day. ‘There were so 
many good things in it that I hardly know what to 
mention. But I was particularly impressed with your 
call to the foreign missionaries to be a little more mas- 


culine in meeting the blatant critics who have so long. 


gone unanswered, except as friends like yourself go 
out in our defense. 


What-the Book Contains 


I. A Man and the World. 
II. The Awaking World. 
III, The New Patriotism. 
IV. A Man’s Job.. 
V. Story of a Personal Investment. 
VI. Some Things Masculine in Missions. 
VII. The Layman’s Movement. 


VIII. After Interest—What ? 

IX. The Facts at First Hand. 

X. Some Darling Delusions. 

XI. Field Problems for Men’s Solving. 
XII. The Men and the Boards. 
XIII. The Criticism of Missions. 


XIV. The Missionary Under Fire. 
XV. Looking at Missions in the Large. 
XVI. ‘‘In this Generation ?’’ 
XVII. Brotherhood—A World Goal. 
XVIII. When the Gospel Comes Back. 
XIX. The Ultimate Issues. 
XX. The Spiritual Side of Missions. 


Following these chapters, Mr. Ellis has added an extensive appendix on Missionary Methods for Men, showing how to interest, organize 


and train men for missions, how to raise money and advertise the work. 


He also gives missionary statistics concerning the greatest names and 


events in mission history, a list of mission lands; their population and conyerts, statistics of the number of missionaries, gifts, etc.,—a rich 


storehouse of needed information. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 3 (Mark x : 14-28; Luke 5 : 1-12) 





f Children at Home 





The Very Little Boy 
By Annie Louise Berray 


Bn and Herbert objected to his going. 
They could not bother with a little boy 
this time, they said; they were going 

to work hard and pick up lots of lead, because 

Mr. Johnson had a fine new Jot of jackknives 

in his showcase, Guy Phillips, however, 


saidtolethim go. Guy was older than either 
ofthe other boys and they usually didas 
he suggested. 


‘« For it doesn’t make any difference if 
Bobby is only seven years old,’’ he declared. 
**He’s no tagtail, and you all know it.’’ 

Therefore it happened that Bobby, radi- 
antly happy, was allowed to trudge along with 
the big boys. He had two empty salt sacks 
in his pocket. 

The boys went through the pasture and up 
the hill, and then across the swamp and up 
another little hill, coming at last to the three 
big targets standing ina row. The military 
company of the town had had rifle practise 
there the day before, and the ground around 
the targets was covered with old bullets. 
Mr, Johnson, who had the hardware store, 
bought the bullets as old lead. More than 
one boy had a pair of skates that he had 
earned in this way. Just now they were all 
ambitious to have new jackknives. This 
morning they were so busy talking about the 
kind they were going to get that they did not 
work very fast. It was hot too, so every little 
while they would sit downin the shade of the 
targets to rest, and count up their bullets 
to encourage themselves. All but Bobby ; he 
worked on steadily, his small round face grow- 
ing redder and redder. 

- What are oer working so hard for, 
Bobby ?’? one of the boys called. ‘Your 
mother wouldn’t let you have a jackknife, 
anyway.”’ : 

Bobby grinned, ‘‘ Don’t want a jackknife.’’ 


-;. They asked him what he did want, but he 
“Only laughed and kept on working. 








‘A Trouble Maker 
Coffee Poison Breeds Variety of lis 


A California woman who didn’t know 
for twenty years what kept her ill, writes 
to tell how she-won back her health by 
quitting coffee : 

‘‘T am 54 years old,” she says, ‘* have 
used coffee all my life, and for 20 years 
suffered from indigestion and insomnia. 
Life was a burden and a drag to me all 
the time, and about once a year my ail- 
ments got such hold upon me that I was 
regularly ‘sick in bed’ for several weeks 
each time. 

‘“‘I was reluctant to conclude that 
‘eoffee was the cause of my trouble, but 


‘I am thankful that I found out the truth. 


‘*Then I determined to use Postum 
exclusively—for a week at first—for I 
doubted my ability to do without coffee 
for any length of time. I made the 
Postum carefully, as directed, and be- 
fore the week expired had my reward in 


‘a perceptible increase in strength and 


spirits. 
‘‘Seeing the good that my short ex- 
‘periment had accomplished, I resolved 


.to continue the use of Postum, cutting 
‘out the coffee entirely. This I did for 
.nine months, finding daily increased 


‘cause for gratification at my steadily 


sagen health. My indigestion grad- 
ually left me, my sleep returned, I gained 


‘26 pounds in weight, my color changed 


from sallow to a fresh, rosy hue, and 
life became a one 

‘“‘Then I thought I would try coffee 
again, and did so for a few weeks. The 

unishment for deserting my good friend, 
‘ostum, was a return of my old troubles. 

‘That taught me wisdom, and I am 
now and shall be all my life hereafter 
using Postum exclusively and enjoying 
the benefits it brings me.” Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

‘« There’s a reason,” and it is explained 
in the little book, ‘‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





When they heard the noon whistle blow 
they picked up their sacks and started for the 
hardware store. About half way in, one of 
the boys noticed that Bobby was panting very 
hard, trying to keep up with the others, 


** What’s the matter, Bobby?’’ he asked. 


turning back. ‘* Why, boys,’ he exclaimed 
suddenly, ‘* look at Bobby’s load. He’s got 
tore bullets than any of us.’’ 

Mr, Johnson was surprised, too, when he 
found that Bobby had brought in more lead 
than the other boys. 

«* Well, young man, what will you have?”’ 
he asked kindly, noticing that the other boys 
were busy looking at knives. ‘They turned 
when they heard Mr. Johnson ask this ques- 
tion, for they too had been wondering. 

Bobby’s little face beamed. — ould I 
have enough to buy that?’’ he inquired, 
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pointing to a shining big tin pail. Mr, John- 
son looked at the orice mae. 4 

) ust enough,’’ he answered. ‘ But what 
would such a little boy as you do with such 
a big pail?’’ he asked, 

‘* Take it home to my mother,’’ Bobby 
answered happily. ! 

It was all Bobby could do to carry the pail, 
but his face ume with joy. The boys rad 
showcase suddenly lost interest in jack- 
knives. 

‘«1’m going to buy my mother atin dip- 
per,’’ Ben said finally. 

‘*’m going to get mine a nutmeg grater,”’ 
declared Herbert, and Guy added,‘I guess 
mother would like one of those dust pans Mr. 
Johnson, We can’t let a little bit of a boy 
like Bobby beat us in everything.” 

Port Discovery, WasH. 





[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing} 





The Life and Letters of Paul (By 
Fred $. Goodman).—This widely used and 
very helpful guide to the elementary study of 
the life and the writings of the great apostle 
appears, thoroughly revised, in a sixth edi- 
tion, It outlines the work to be done by 
clear and simple, yet searching, questions, 
and explains difficulties by apt notes or good 
references. A class of older boys would 
greatly enjoy the study of Paul by the 
method presented, and would lay a strong 
foundation for subsequent detail mastery. 
(Association Press. Cloth, 25 cents ; paper, 
15 cents. ) 


Autobiography of Henry M. Stanley 
(Edited by Dorothy Stanley). —Certainly few 
men have run such a gamut of experience as 
Stanley. Orphan, poor-house boy, runaway, 
sailor, warehouse clerk, store proprietor, 
river-boatman, Confederate soldier, prisoner, 
Union sailor, traveler, adventurer, war-cor- 
respondent, - explorer, rescuer, transconti- 
nental pioneer, founder of states, hobnobber 
with royalty, international lecturer, honored 
scientist, wealthy citizen! ‘ You will‘want to 
follow every stroke of the facile pen and ex- 
perience all the thrills. And by no means 
neglect the nuggets of religious reflection in 
the ‘‘ thoughts from notebooks ¥ at the close. 
(Houghton, Mifflin Co. $2, net.) 


Gems of Thought on Tithing (Com- 
piled by George W. Brown).—Tithing, or 
paying one-tenth of one’s income to the 
Lord, is in the air, An army of ministers 
and laymen, even children, are thinking and 
talking about it. Naturally they want to 
know what those who know most about the 
subject have to say about it. This book 
tells them. The compiler, George W. 
Brown, is a layman, and he wisely keeps 
himself in the background. His business in 
the book is to string the pearls in the best 
setting. The writer of the preface is a lay- 
man who for thirty-five years has followed 
two lines of*business ; one to make a living, 
the other to teach tithing. It will pay to 
read these ‘‘Gems.” They are genuine. 
For the practise of tithing, when done in the 
spirit of glad surrender, brings blessings that 
seem incredible to those who have not tried 
it. (Cincinnati: Jennings and Graham. 75 
cents. ) 


Fellowship in the Life Eternal (By 
George G. Findlay, D. D.)—Here is a noble 
exposition of John’s Epistles. It is the work 
of a trained scholar, but far more, of a ripe 
and ardent Christian.- To Dr, Findlay these 
are living letters from a beloved and author- 
ized spokesman of the Lord; and he has 
brought all the resources of a ‘broad and 
adequate training to their unfolding. As 
one reads, the age lives again: the church, 
with its settled faith but treacherous foes ; 
Gaius, Demetrius, and Diotrephes' meet 
their tests; while the great fundamentals of 
faith and life are reannounced which are at 
stake in the conflict between light and dark- 
ness, God and the world. The aged apos- 
tle also grows clear, with his jealous love, 
his fire, his fellowship with believers and 
with his Lord. Let this book be widely 
read, It is a book for the church, a book 
for the aspiring individual, a book for the 
present crisis in the world. (Doran. $2.50 
net.) 


The Teacher-Training Handbook (By 
Robert Perry Shepherd, and Marion Steven- 





son).—Ot handbooks for teacher-training 
classes there is a healthy abundance. Natu- 
rally the various denominations issue their 
own, Nota few of them are of about equal 
value, The present manual compares favor- 
ably with other works of its kind. The plan 
is good. It is divided into eight parts : The 
Sunday-school, The Pupil, The Teacher, The 
Book, Old Testament History, New Testa- 
ment History, Bible Geography, Bible Insti- 
tutions. It is in good order to begin such a 
book with ten lessons on the Sunday-school. 
One great fault of the vast majority of Sun- 
day-schools is a lack of knowledge of the in- 
stitution itself, ‘Too commonly the Sunday- 
school is but an aggregation of classes, each 
of which is so interested in itself that it does 
not feel its responsibility for the coherence 
and interaction of the school as an organized 
whole, Books of this kind putting an 
emphasis on the Sunday-school, as indeed 
most of the teacher-training books do nowa- 
days, have a real mission, (St.Louis : Chris- 
tian Board of Publication. 25 cents.) 


‘School'and Home Bibles,—The Hol- 
man House continues’ its enterprising issue 
of the Bible in new forms. One is known as 
the Home Bible. Two others are designed 
more specifically for the Sunday - school 
pupil, Of the latter, the ‘* Scholars’ Edition ”’ 
is without marginal references, but contains 
a considerable: bulk of helps at the back, 
and not a few profitable full-page photo- 
graphic illustrations scattered through the 
book, together with maps. The principal 
Appendix or ‘‘ Help”’ is the ‘* Four Thoa- 
sand Questions and Answers on the Old and 
New ‘Testaments intended to open up the 
Scriptures.’’ This ready-made question-and- 
answer method, while it has some suggestive 
value, has the serious objection of preventing 
rather than of stimulating research. Of course, 
however, the answers do sometimes convey 
information in the realm of simple facts not 
easily discoverable in the Bible text itself. 
The type is small and very light-face. The 
book is bound in flexible leather. (Holman. 
$1.25, net.) 

The second and newer issue for the Sun- 
day-school pupil is quite small in size, with 
the result, of course, that the type is very 
small, The publishers, however, in order 
to make it as readable as possible, have used 
new, cleanly-cut typ, so that there can be 
littie or no complaint on the score of legibil- 
ity from the use of worn type. In passing, 
however, it ought to be noted that a book 
like this should not be given to very young 
eyes except in a very light room, There are 
a few maps at the end of the volume, and 
the binding is in flexible leather. It is a 
pretty little book, convenient to hold, (Hol- 
man. 45 cents to $1.10.) 





MEDICINE 


Ve) SUS 


NATURE 


Why turn yourself into a 
medicine-chest, filling 
it with every new concoc- 


tion that comes along? 
_ Nature does the cur- 
ing, not medicine. 
Ask your Doctor if 
SUNSHINE 


9 
Scott’s Emulsion 
. net, The treatment for 
aul coma other ills. : 


ALL DRUGGISTS 











BROWN'S 


BRONCHIAL TROCHES 
For Hoarseness, Coughs, Inflamed Throat, Brom 
chial and Asthmatic Troubles. Give prompt and 
grateful relief. An article of superior merit, ab- 
solutely free from any harmful ingredient. Sold 
only in boxes. Sample mailed free. 

JOHN L. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 



















: Don’t cut them and 
Corns risk blood-poisoning 
and make them grow faster than 
ever. Use A=Corn Salve and 
remove them for good. 15 cents 


at druggists’ or by mail. 
Gieat Ehemical Co., Philadelphia 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





1BECOME 
1A NURSE 


6s Mrs. LeVey (photo) became 
SH a nurse by our home-study 
i method several years ago and 
has since conducted her own 
rivate hospital, She states: 
‘I have never turned to my 
Chautauqua School of Nursing 
lectures be help without get- 
f ting exactly what I sought. I 
A have been very successful and 
have more work offered than | 
can accept.”” Asa nurse Mrs. 
LeVey received $18 to $21 a 
4] week. 
% Send for a copy of ** How I 
(isi Became a Nurse’’ and our 
m Year Book cxpeining method; 
248 pages with intensely inter- 
esting experiences by our grad- 
uates, who mastered the art of 
professional nursing by the 
C. S. N. home-study course. : 
Thousands of our graduates, with and without previous 
experience, are to-day earning $10 to $25 a week. 


ELEVENTH YEAR 
The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Main Street, - - Jamestown, N. Y. 


The Students’ Illustrated 
Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land 


By the Rev. William Walter Smith, 
A.B., A.M., M.D. 


Author of “‘ The History and the Use of the Prayer 




















| Book,” “‘ Christian Doctrine,’’ ‘‘ The Making of the 


The’ Home Bible ‘is a much larger book | 


than either of the others, printed in un- 
usually readable and beautiful type, with 
marginal references in the center, After 
the manner of the old-fashioned ‘* Family 
Bibles,’? between the Testaments are four 
blank pages headed for a family register of 
births, marriages, and deaths,—a good old 
custom torevive. With the exception of the 
atlas and index of geographical names, there 
is no appended matter, as the book is de- 
signed simply for the home devotional read- 
ing. It is bound in flexible morocco, and is 
of substantial and handsome appearance for 
the table of the library or living-room. (Lol- 
man. $3.) 





Bible,” “‘ From Exile to Advent,” ‘‘ Sunday-school 
‘Yeaching,”’ “* Religious Education,” ‘The Agelesr 
ymns of the Church,” etc. 


This book is illustrated with about one hundred 
pictures of wiite pinses and thirty-five maps, many of 
them in colors. ith foreword by the Rev. Milton S. 
Littlefield. 

It is a popular reading manual and text-book for 
teachers and clergy, and an illuminating course of 
lessons for the Sumday-school to used in the his- 
tory and geography ages. The book is designed for 
extensive use in private study, in supplemental work 
in classes above the elementary grades, and in teacher- 
training classes that desire to do especially careful 
work in the combined fields of history and geography. 

One of the special features of this k is a very full 
list of Bible pictures and reference works. With defi- 
nite information as to where it can be obtained. 


Price, 75 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
x03t Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa 
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THE BUTCHER 
7 roles 





This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
Por folks would then abstain from meat, 
And 80 he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
same edine hat is why the _—_ 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span, It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture givea oo to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 























racuse 
niversity 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


| Offers, beside the regular College 


Courses, 
Mechanical, Electrical and Civ 


Engireer- 
Painting, Law, 


ing, Architecture, Music, 
Pedagogy and Agri- 


Medicine, Sociology, 
culture. 


The New York S 
has just been esta 
residents of New York State. 

SUMMER SCHOOL, July 5~—August 16 

Catalogue and Bulletin sent on application. 


of Forestr, 
seiless of free Af 


greatest man who ever lived. 















Allen Palestine Party 
March 31.80 tt eens met Te S150 


Ree Ras Alles De I D.. Rochestes, N.Y 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Ten Reasons for Bible Study 


(Continued from page 100) 
983 prize and scholarship men, 
712 members of varsity basketball teams. 
_92 members of varsity crews. 
1,05 3 members of varsity track teams. 


This new revival is not in vain, for the 
Bible is a spiritual book ; it is the message 
of Jehovah to his creation, It is replete with 
great religious uestions which are life eter- 
nal questions ; 
Why are we here? Whither do we go? It 
is the completest record of the deepest human 
emotions and experiences. It is the story of 


the religious conflicts and victories of the | 


great pioneers of civilization. These are not 
ephemeral problems. They are perennial 
problems, They furnish the ground motives 
of human action,—the all-sufficient knowl- 
edge, for one feels that here the thing is said 
and said forever. These truths are found to 
inhere in man’s inmost essence, They 
underlie theology, which is the science of 
religion. Bible truths last when temporalities 
fade, for ‘‘ Life is more than meat and the 
body than raiment,’’ 

The Bible cannot lose its fascination, for it 
adds another world to our sense world—the 


world of the spirit, ‘a new heaven and anew | 


earth.’’ It gives the only satisfying explana- 

tion of life which has ever been formulated, 

as a great adventure of the spirit in a world 

of spirituai realities. Itis connected with the 

primal loyalties—God and Christ and human- 

ity and prayer and worship. It is the story 
the life of God in the soul of man. 

In the city of Allahabad an Oxford grad- 
uate related ta me his experience with a 
Brahman student who read the Bible with 
him for over a year, Especial attention was 
given to the life and teaching of Jesus. No 
reference was made to the personal accept- 
ance of Christ on the part of this Brahman 
student. At the end of the year, however, 
the teacher said one day to his Hindu scholar, 
** What do you think of Jesus Christ?’’ The 
answer came slowly, but with peculiar cer- 
tainty, ‘‘I think that Jesus Christ was the 
I think—yes, 
I know—he is my Saviour.’’ 

Job and John found life just a stuff to try 
the soul’s sttength on. . Jesus laid hold upon 
life and used it to the full, but as a great 
engineer would use a mighty bridge that he 
thrusts out before him across a streath—a 
path, but not a goal, 

So as individuals and as a people we take 
our Bible, this biography of the human spirit 
relating itself to life and to God by the way 
of the soul, We take it for idealism in the 
midst of the mighty confused currents of the 
times. We take it for courage to fight on 
when all conditions seem ill, and hope is 

ent. We take it for light when the night 
Thelpes fall across the room where we are 
working our appointed tasks ; we take it for 
world defeat, and recall that they said Jesus 
failed ; we take it for grace, for sufficient re- 
demptive gracé when purity has fled, when 
the joy of life has been put out by sin, when 
appetite kas become the captain of the soul ; 
for it is the Bible which pours over our 
broken hearts the balm: ‘* Neitherdo I con- 
demn thee; go and sin no more.’’ We 
shall forevermore love and come back to the 


of the Bible 


ere did we come from? | } 





The Heart 


Specially. prepared for Youn 
Parents and Teachers, for 
and School, ‘by 


Etla Broadus Robertson 


HIS book differs 
from any other 
published in the 
fact that it contains 
all the principal 
stories and events 
of the Bible in his- 
- torical order, in the 
exact language of 
the Bible itself, 
using the latest and 
best translation, 
the American Stan- 
dard Version, 

‘The idea was suggested to the author by 
the desire of her children for Bible stories 
‘*just as they are told in the Bible.’ 

Sunday School Times says: 
‘**It is just this kind of book that many 
arents have wanted to use in reading the 
ible with their children ; and the children 
will not be the only beneficiaries of the fine 
work that Mrs. Robertson has done.’ 
, clear t » 
ence and white’ tnewedsa®’ Dice tate foe 
Cloth, beautifully decorated cover, $1.00 net 
Limp Leather, gold top $1.50 net 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for over 10@ years 
381A Fourth Ave.,cor.27th St.,New York 


MUSIC 
TAUGHT FREE|& 


HOME INSTRUCTION 


We want to advertise and introduce our home study 
music lessons into all America, and will give 
you absolutely free instruction if you will simply recom- 
mend the Inpecmational Institute to your friends after 
you learn top 2h 

We saan ly teach Piano, Organ, V 
golia, Guitar, Banjo, Brass Instruments, Cello and 

Sight 1 y You may not know one-riote from an- 

yet, bysour wohderfully simple and thorough 
method: you can soon learn to play. If you are an 
advanced player you will receive special instruction. 

Our lessons are sent weekly. ‘hey are so simple and 


People, 
e Home 

















iolin, Man- 








Bible because it reveals to our thirsty, long- | 
ing human hearts the love of God in the per- | 


son of Jesus Christ his Son, our Saviour, 

‘Lo thy sons whom thou sendest away. 
They come gathered from the west unto the 
east by the word of the Holy One, rejoicing | 
in the remembrance of God.’ 


New York CIty. 





| Worth Repeating 








The Pratt Teachers’ Agency 
Big Fifth Avenue, New Yor 
recommends teachers to colleges, public and private 
schools in all parts of the country. 
Advises _ Advises parents about schools. Wm.0.Pratt,Mgr. 


v9 L AMMER L) 
Trial lesson explaining Home Instruction FREE. 
GEO. A. LEWIS, _152 Adelaide St., Detroit, Mich 
Bi Pree: ¢ COLLEGE AT HOME. For terms, wri 
c. J. faecnasenteene Ph.D., Pea Ridge, Krk. 
Cards, cirowlars, books, newspaper. Press §5. 
Laver. $'8. Rotary, $60. + abe money. Big pro- 
Tinting for others. All easy rules sent. 


w te factory fer press cataleg, TYPE. cards, 
paper. &c. The Press Oo., Meriden, Conn. 





























Peace—after Prayer 
[By F. M..N.} 


ES, it is peace, a perfect peace which comes 
After a time of prayer— 
All seems so hushed !—like treading on 
the ground 
When snow is there. 


We fall upon our knées fevered by foes! 
Here, there, and every where 

They dart, they dazzle, teaze and tantalize,— 
Like snow in air! 


But oh, it is a perfect peace which comes 
After a time of prayer ! 

The foes have fled—fair all the future lies— 
As snow is fair t 


wer that they are recommended to any person or 
little child who can read English. Photographs and 
drawings make everything plain. 

If you accept our free tuition offer you will be asked 
to pay onlya very small amount (averaging 14 cents a 
week) to cover postage and necessary sheet music. 
We have successfully taught others and we can suc- 
cessfully teach you. 

Write to-day for our Free booklet, which explains 
everything. It will convince you and cost you nothing. 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MUSIC 

98 Fifth Ave., Dep’t 331, New York - 
Instruments supplied when needed. Cash or Credit. 


Bible Reward Plan 


or Increasing Attendance in Sunday-Schools, 
ord REE An for full particulars, which are furnished 
s. 


American S. Union, Philadelphia 








PENCERIAN 


disappoint. 12 
Samples and 2 go 
penholders for 10 cents. 
SPENCERIAN 
PE ‘O., 7 
349 Broadway,N.¥. 


AGENTS I 1 BIG PROFITS 


Points a 
that never 













The only Brandt’s patented Automatic 





stropper that — Stro A ie 

pper Automatically puts 
pens “7 any ra- he edge on any razor, old style or 
zor diagonally oa Big seller. Every man wants one. 
Guaranteed Write ‘quick for terms, prices and terri 
for Life. G.O.Brandt Cutlery Co.,54 W.Broadway,N. 





Virginia Farms and Homes 


Free CaTALOGuE or SPLENDID BARGAINS. 


R. B. ‘CHAFFIN & CO., Inc., Richmond, Va. 


(Lesson for March 3) FEBRUARY 17; 1912 






LO TER 


Send 15 cents for samples of our latest, 
pacer a complete copy of ** The 
Victor of Bozrah,”” our new 
Easter Story and Song Service. 


Sunday School Hymns 


ow 
No. 2 Shot thy 
¥f your school needs a 
bew Rusgpal get this 
te hos 
music. from 
carefully planned 
ter department, anc save the cost 
of the usual Easter service. Return- 
able examination copy on request. 


The Victor of Bozrah 


1 A Beautiful Easter Gift Book 
Primed on J oie antique hand made 
finish deckeled edge paper, with col- 

ored frontispiece from an original 

rawing, bound in morocco grained 
silver Fabrikoid yen title ‘stamped in 
pure rple. Size of boo + ee anthes. 
ice 35 cts. postpai cial price 
to Pastors and Sunda school Su- 
perintendents in quantities of one y <A or more. 


Tullar-Meredith Co. i4wescwesthissron st. Chicace 












Faster Services 


"GLORY IS DAWNING” 

Easter Echoes No. 29. Music and Word 
Edition. 

MUSIC EDITION— 
Prices prepaid, 5 cts. 
dozen, Pm 25 per hundre 

WORD EDITION 
$1.00 per hundred, less.than a hundred at 1% 
cts. each. 

SEND 8 CENTS-—for package containing one each 
of the above, also our Easter Catalogue and il- 
lustrated circular of Easter Collection devices. 

FOR 75 CENTS—we will mail you one each of 
our Easter Echoes, 1-26 inclusive (26 complete 
Easter Services) compining in all 364 pages of 
well.selected Easter Carols. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., Paite.: Pe: 
EASTER SERVICES 





| ng copy, 55 cts. per 

















EASTER Y BELLS tg puatey Schools, by 
RY mS 
HO iCTORY. a * Sunday “Schools, by 
RE. 


DidLoa BOOK- ' 


won dati tee SOR EATION 
ET Ns, Bat son Lhaots, HAIL, JOY- 


a et Gi Be ie 
palate fee y Hanne Fiutmore. Some-' 


pa unusuall way See a cop vy, be airs jee 
ster Service. cents, 


on _your S. S. 
Our Easter Catalog Free. Contains +. new 


musical publications of interest. 


| Fillmore Music House $2°, Pim, Steet, Clacinnet. Obio 


EASTER MUSIC 


THE RESURRECTION 
CHRIST IS RISEN 
TRIUMPHANT REDEEMER 
Charming Services written in <7 style that has made 
us thousands of friends. Bright and original music. 
Sensible and helpful words. td 5 cents to-day for 
the three ; also two great new songs free. 


JOHN J. HOOD CO., Pritsacipuia.’ 
FREE EASTER MUSIC 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHGOLS. Any Pastor, Superin- 
tendent, or Committee will be given Free Sa Sample 
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Services tor the asking A new feature! Don’t miss 
it! Mention this ad. If you need a Song Story ora 
| Choir Cantata tell us. Send to any of these addresses 


| Hall-Mack Co. or { 1018-20 Arch St., Phila. 
Adam Geibel Co. Ze XL ok a 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE : 
for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 


Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy se 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


36 0,000 


-| HALLOWED HYMNS “it' 


ALREADY SOLD TO THOUSANDS OF GHURCHES 
ROUND OR SHAPED NOTES 


256 Paces 100 New Soncs peers i REaoincs 

















| $25 per 100, not id. 35 cents per copy by mail 
|: Returnable we es mailed to earnest inguirvers. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN Co., New York entpiesee 














journey. 


in Place of 











| Lemonade 


‘Horsford’s | ™**** 2 dtcicous, quickly-prepared summer Gev- 


erage for the guest who arrives tired out with his 
Half a teaspoonful of Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate anda little sugar in a glass 
of cold water is delightfully refreshing. Try it. 

















